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Matthew West — It’s Now, Or Never
The multi award-winning songwriter-author  
reveals why he must go even deeper, or else  

By Kevin Sparkman

Things seem to be firing on all cylinders for multiple award-
winning and ever fan-favorite Matthew West. In fact, we  
won’t even follow up the previous sentence with a “However...” 
statement, as to deliver an all-too-inevitable letdown after the 
proverbial build-up. Nope, things are great for the singer- 
songwriter, his career, and his family. He just feels the urgency 
to dig in a little harder, dive a little deeper—or else.

Perhaps it’s his P.K. personality (preacher’s kid), and the keen 
lifelong insight of being one kicking in? As he tells us in our  
CCM Magazine cover story interview below, he’s had his fair 
share of tragedy—with resulting songs and albums. “I think 
that’s why they always say songwriters long for rainy days,” West 
shared with a laugh. The well-known jokester among friends in 
the music community, and all-around on-stage entertainer, West 
is deadly serious about the messages inspired on his brand new 
album, All In (Sparrow Records, Sep. 22, 2017). “A lot of times 
I wind up writing songs, and I feel like it’s a song for the crowd 
or a song for my fans, and then the Lord simply says, ‘This song’s 
for you.’ So, I sing it and send it to the world, and it turns into a 
boomerang—right back around and hits me in the head.”

But beyond just being held accountable for the music he makes, 
West’s desires to go “all in” at home is first and foremost on his 
heart. In a day and age where we’re exposed to an “all access” 
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style of media, a perched view into anyone and everyone—how 
rare is it that we can actually peer into the heart-or-hearts? For 
Matthew West, he’s keeping himself in check to make sure his 
motives aren’t just motions, and he’s letting us all in on it.

CCM Magazine: With the release of All In, you’re putting 
some statements out there—so, what has been going on in 
you that gave birth to this particular release?

Matthew West: Of course. First of all, the message has to be 
real to me for me to make a record about it. Because if it’s not 
something that I’m not dealing with in my everyday life already, 
then it’s going to be hard for me to really dig in and create. I 
always want to make a record that holds a message that I’m  
passionate about, and so, this whole concept of “All In” is some-
thing that rose up from within my own personal journey of 
where I’m at right now in my life.

I had just finished a book that I was writing about discovering 
my identity called, Hello My Name Is, and as I began writing 
songs or the new record, I was sort of in this phase of, “I had 
written and shared a lot about my story in that book,” and it was 
coming out of that experience that made me start to think about 
some areas of my life where I felt like God was challenging me 
to go deeper. He seemed to be saying at every turn, “Look in this 
area of your life. You don’t even know I have so much more for 
you than you’ve even tapped in to, but you’re settling for less 
than what I’m offering you.”

So, one of the things that I wrote about in the book was about 
being a “professional Christian.” What a “professional Christian” 
[to me] is somebody who lives their personal faith in Christ in a 
public spotlight, and that’s been my life. I’m a preacher’s kid, so 
all eyes were always on me, and now I’m a Christian singer and 
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writer, and all eyes are [still] on me, and I guess there’s a danger 
that I’ve noticed when you get to the point where you’re more 
concerned about “looking the part” than you are about actually 
living the part. And this is where “All In” came from.

So, the heart behind the songs that I started to write for this  
album was just, “Okay, how can I fight that at every turn? How 
can I fight the, ‘I’m trying to look the part’ of being a great dad 
and husband, but am I really digging in and being proactive 
about my time with my family? Or, am I kind-of ‘phoning it in,’ 
more concerned about making sure I get to watch Monday 
Night Football?” You know what I mean?

That was kind of the genesis of this idea of just going, “Lord, 
I know you’ve got more for me. Show me the areas of my life 
where You’re calling me to go deeper.” So, the practicality of 
that is basically probably summed up in this one thought: I 
think that every single one of us, at any moment in our lives has 
at least one area of our lives where we could be going deeper, 
where we could be living with more abandon, where we could 
be taking God’s hand and really letting Him lead us into a fuller 
life. [For some], it’s could be their personal relationship with 
Christ? I know that my audience that I sing to, a lot of them are 
like me that have been in church for a long time, but maybe it’s 
just become really “second nature.” It’s just, “what we do.” It’s 
not necessarily who we are. Maybe it’s little things that seem 
trivial but are actually monumental like, “Am I letting my quiet 
time with the Lord slip?” And then it’s things that I’ve started to 
write about on this record were in the areas of, “How can I go 
all-in inside the four walls of my own home?”

I’ve been married for fourteen years. Am I really being the  
husband that my wife needs to be? Or, am I more focused on 
my career and my music? Am I really being the dad my kids 
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need me to be? Do they know that I see them, that I care about 
them, and that they matter to me? So, those are some of the 
kind-of hard-hitting questions that I’ve been asking myself, and 
that’s how these songs were born out of my own personal soul 
searching on what it looks like for me to be “all in,” not just look 
like I’m all-in to an audience of fans that listen to my music.

CCM: Surprisingly, we have never heard of the phrase,  
“professional Christian” before…

MW: I just came up with that one day when I was writing the 
book because the it was all about different names that are on 
our “name tags,” and different identities that we tend to allow 
to define us—false identities, and a lot of the stuff you’d think 
about. For example, if I asked you, “What are some false identi-
ties that the devil’s tried to make you believe about yourself?” 
Well, a lot of times, we would immediately go to the names of 
“bad” and “negative” stuff, the stuff that’s related to sin in our 
lives, shame, or past mistakes the enemy tries to get us to be-
lieve. Like, “We’re too far gone,” and, “We messed up too many 
times and God doesn’t love us anymore,”…that kind of stuff.

But sometimes, it’s the stuff that looks good on the surface  
that can actually be the most dangerous. So, honestly, being  
that “professional Christian” was what I felt like the Lord was 
showing me about myself, and that’s what I am. I’m not proud 
of it. If I’m being honest, I learned [how to be] that at a young 
age. As a preacher’s kid, I knew that if I raised my hands during 
the slow songs in worship, other parents would probably elbow 
their kids and be like, “See, why can’t you be more spiritual like 
the preacher’s kid?”

But deep down, was I really worshiping God, or was it just  
for the appearance of it? Fast forward, I’m a contemporary 
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Christian singer, and I wonder how many other contemporary 
Christian singers have struggled with that same thing—where 
we just “turn it on.” We get on stage. We turn it on. You become 
that “thing,” but then your personal walk with the Lord is no-
where near as vibrant and alive as you portray it to be during 
your concert. So, that’s me just speaking from the heart, just 
saying, “I’ve got, ‘call that what it is,’ in order for me to rise 
above and become something other than that.

CCM: You’ve accomplished a lot in your career to this point, 
and especially more recently, you seem to be on a roll.  
How has that contributed to this season of your life?

MW: Well, I think a lot of times we would tend to think that the 
most inspiring seasons come out of the most broken seasons of 
our lives, and I’ve been there. I bet if you asked anybody who’s 
a follower of Christ, “Have you ever faced a storm or a trial in 
your life, and if so, what did God show you through that?” You’d 
probably hear tons of stories because it’s a fact that God meets 
us in our brokenness, speaks to us in our brokenness, and 
grows us through our brokenness.

But I would also say that through this process, like you men-
tioned, I’ve had a lot of awesome things happen in my life lately. 
I’m not at a place where I was in 2008 when I was having vocal 
cord surgery, and I thought my career was over. Yet, that was an 
inspiring season because God brought me to my knees, and  
I was at this place of total helplessness and dependency, and a 
lot of songs came out of that experience. To me, this has been 
a season of going, “Okay, how do I stay desperate for the Lord 
even though I don’t feel desperate for the Lord? How do I stay 
on my knees, relying only on Him when it sure feels like I got 
this thing under control without Him?” That’s what, to me, All 
In is about. It’s like, man, whether I’m facing the best days of my 
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life or the worst trial of my life, God’s calling me to live a life of 
complete and total dependence on Him instead of living my life 
going, “Man, I got this. Life is good.”

I guess that’s good evidence that, while I’m not perfect, my 
heart does belong to the Lord—because, even in these days of 
success and good things, I still feel this tug in my heart saying, 
“Guess what? There’s still more for you. There’s more for you.” 
And maybe it’s sometimes having some of those awards or suc-
cesses happen that you realize, “Okay, this is not the end-all be-
all.” This didn’t bring me the fulfillment that I thought it would. 
It’s a constant check-of-my-motives, like, “What am I doing this 
for? What really matters?”

I write a lot on this record about my family, about my daugh-
ters, and about my wife because I think I’m in this point where I 
am seeing the successes happen that I dreamed and worked so 
hard for, but I’m feeling like the Lord’s reminding me, “That’s all 
well and good, but don’t forget who I’ve called you to be inside 
your own home. Don’t get so caught up in being a name and a 
success in your career that you miss the boat at home. Don’t go 
to those places where your kids from up resenting you for it, 
and your marriage doesn’t flourish like I’ve designed it to be.” 
You know what I mean?

This whole thing is a prayer, “Lord, keep me desperate. Keep me 
relying on You in times of blessing and plenty, and in times of 
trial, as well.”

CCM: What felt different in the songwriting cabin this go 
around?

MW: Well, the first thing that felt different was it was this cabin 
that was actually built by country singer legend Alan Jackson. I 
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was really concerned, because every day I drove to the cabin, all 
I could hear in my head was Alan Jackson singing, “Way down 
yonder on the Chattahoochie…” So, subconsciously, I was trying 
NOT to make a country record [laughs]! But in all seriousness, I 
had been focusing my writing over the last several years on col-
lecting people’s stories and telling the stories of other people’s 
lives, and that had just become part of my creative process.

People send their testimonies to me, and then I spend time with 
those testimonies, and somehow songs have been written out of 
them. With this album, I just, again, I think maybe it comes back 
to the fact that I had just written that book, and my own person-
al story was sort of free-in-my-mind and in-my-heart, that the 
songs just started to take a turn. They took a turn toward the 
really intensely personal side of things.

Not like, “Oh, I’m showing you the darkest pages of my diary,” 
kind-of thing, just literally writing from my own personal ex-
perience. So, it got kind-of scary at times, but also exciting. The 
thought that I was about to make a record that shared more of 
my story with my fans or listeners than I had ever done before, I 
could tell something special was taking place in that regard. I’ve 
sort-of pulled back the curtain a little. I’ve been sharing stories 
from others for so long, now I’m telling my story too.

CCM: So, what’s it feel like to now be stepping out of the cabin 
with this new and personal material?

MW: Honestly, I always get super-nervous before I put a record 
out. After it’s done, I start to criticize. I’m my own toughest crit-
ic, but honestly, I’m kind of feeling different this time, and may-
be it’s because of some of the enthusiasm that I’m sensing even 
from my record label around this album. I’m thankful to have 
a team around me that doesn’t over-hype things, you know? I 
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don’t have people going, “Dude, this is the greatest album in the 
history of the world!” But, I do have my trusted people around 
me that are saying, “Man, there’s some special things on this 
record. This feels like we’re about to head into a season of great 
things, and these songs are going to speak to people.”

So, I think I’m still nervous, just because I’m weird like that. 
You know, you’d think that I’d sort-of cross a barrier where I 
could rest and go, “Man, okay. There’s enough people that have 
informed me that they like my music. It’s okay. You don’t have 
to worry.” But I think I’ll always be nervous about that. But, for 
the most part, I’m really fired up about it because at the end of 
the day, as a creative person, as an artist, as a songwriter, all you 
can do is be as honest as you know how to be and hope that that 
resonates with people. I feel like that’s taken place on this re-
cord. It’s spoken to me, and so, I think that’s what gets me more 
excited—to see how it’s going to speak to other people because 
it spoke to me first.

Writing that book unlocked something for me, and then I also 
think that this record has just taken me to different places musi-
cally. I don’t know that I’ll always knock it out of the park 100% 
of the time, but my goal is never to travel the same ground twice 
musically or lyrically. Hopefully people can say, “Okay, I may 
not like every one of his songs, but he’s always coming out with 
something that’s a unique statement both musically and lyrical-
ly,” and I hope that’s the case this time. There’s elements of this 
record that are way more pop than I’ve done in the past, and 
then there’s elements of this record that are straight up singer-
songwriter, almost country kind-of vibe. I love that in today’s 
[music] industry there’s a freedom to be all across the board, 
you can be as eclectic as you want to be.
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CCM: We look forward to that duet with Alan Jackson, then…

MW: Oh, yeah!

CCM: Last time we talked was about the book, and we asked 
you about writing for CCM Magazine back in the day, and 
to that you said, “I was amazed at how many parallel paths 
there were between the journey of a songwriter and the  
person trying to write the song of their life.” With this  
particular album release at this time of your life, where  
do you see God leading you in these moments?

MW: That’s a big question. I think I’m sort of feeling that this 
may be why I called the record All In? I feel like there’s this 
sense of my life, which feels like “now, or never.” Like, I have this 
heightened awareness to a window that exists where I’ve got 
an eleven-year old daughter who’s not yet in high school but 
will be soon. This is your window where you’ve been married 
for fourteen years. God’s blessed you with your best friend, but 
have you treated her like your best friend? Have you put her 
needs before your own?

This is my window to make sure and to decide, “Is my marriage 
going to be good, or is my marriage going to be unbelievable  
for the long haul? Is my relationship with my kids going to be 
average, or is it going to be a special bond that lasts for a life-
time? Is the music that I make going to be run-of-the-mill rah-
rah that gets the Christians encouraged, but never really moves 
the needle in terms of real cultural impact—or is it going to 
be different, and is it going to be motivating and inspiring the 
people?”

I guess I’m at a point where I’m thinking a lot about legacy. 
What’s my legacy going to be as a father, as a husband, as a  
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human being, as a follower of Christ? I guess I’m just realizing 
that while music is an important part of my life and a gift that 
God has given me, there’s so much more to my legacy than that.

There’s a lyric on the record, it’s a song called “The Beautiful 
Things We Miss,” and it probably most accurately sums up my 
heart right now and around this entire album. It just says, “I 
don’t want to miss it. I don’t want to look back some day and 
find everything that really mattered was right in front of me  
this whole time. Open up my eyes Lord. Keep me in the moment 
just like this before the beautiful things we love become the 
beautiful things we miss.”   
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Matt Redman — Better Together
Getting by with a little help from his friends in creating a 
glorious soundtrack for the every day, the eternal   

By Matt Conner

After thirteen solo albums and myriad other collaborations and 
appearances, few artists can speak on the subject of worship 
music with the authority that Matt Redman can. The two-time 
GRAMMY-winner has penned some of the most memorable and 
beloved praise and worship songs used in churches around 
the globe today, but even after such extensive (and impressive) 
experience, Redman remains both centered and flexible in two 
key areas: theological depth and musical collaboration. 

For Redman, a successful song is musically fresh yet theologi-
cally anchored. That formula explains the creative approach 
behind his new album, Glory Song, which boasts an incredible 
array of collaborators and songwriters. Redman says it’s  
important for him to invite new voices into the mix in order for 
an album to arrive where he’s musically happy with the results.

“There are fourteen songwriters on this record, a couple of pro-
ducers, and a lot of very experienced musician who all brought 
something special to the project,” says Redman. “I think collabo-
ration and bringing newness into the mix is so important. If the 
equation is always the same, you’re always going to end up with 
a really similar result. So every time, you have to change some-
thing in the equation. I think that gives it a chance of sounding 
different or saying something new.”

www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017

http://www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017


Matt Redman

If you caught the 48th annual Dove Awards, you witnessed  
one of Redman’s dynamic new collaborations as Tasha Cobbs 
Leonard took the stage with Redman to perform their duet, 
“Gracefully Broken.” That gospel flavor was intentional from the 
beginning, says Redman, and Leonard was not the only gospel 
artist behind the scenes. 

“On Glory Song, right from the beginning I was intent on lean-
ing into some Gospel music influence and I knew I’d need the 
help of friends for that. Aaron Lindsey, Tasha Cobbs Leonard 
and Kierra Sheard were all kind enough to lend their gifting 
to this album, and I couldn’t be more grateful. They helped us 
get where we were aiming, and there’s no way we would have 
arrived there without their partnership in this. That’s probably 
a good kingdom of God dynamic to employ as much as we can. 
We’re better together!”

Beyond the spirited sounds brought in by the impressive guest 
line-up, Redman says there were other reasons, personal and 
professional, why he chose to invite them to be a part of the 
album. 

“It was a very conscious decision to team up with Cobbe  
Leonard, Sheard and Lindsey and also to use Jason McGee  
and his choir really prominently on the record,” says Redman. 
“I did it first for relational reasons; it was a joy to team up with 
some old friends, and make some new ones. Secondly, it was for 
musical reasons, since I knew we could sharpen each other and 
bring the best out of each other in that way.

“Third, I’m so aware of some of the racial injustice issues that 
still are so evident today in society, and it feels like in the church 
we could do a better job of modeling more unity and standing 
with each other. Obviously that’s a big subject with strong feel-
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ings and many layers, and I’m just a little Englishman, so I don’t 
have a right to weigh in on this. But I care about the body of 
Christ, and I know we could do better on this. 

“I don’t think there’s a lot of enmity between these various 
streams of the church, but often I don’t feel like there’s much 
effort either,” he continues. “Teaming up with some friends from 
the Gospel music stream for this record was just my tiny at-
tempt to work and worship a bit more together. And I’m so glad 
I did. I learned so much, made some new friends, and enjoyed 
the music that came out of it.”

Glory Song is musically interesting and lively, but it also lives 
up to the scriptural standards for which the renown worship 
leader was aiming. Redman’s songs have always been rich in 
kingdom imagery and resonant with eternal truth. Glory Song is 
certainly no different.

“I think God’s song always needs to be a glorious one,” Redman 
says. “Especially lyrically, it’s vital that we don’t dumb down or 
dilute down how we convey God, or approach Him, in our songs. 
My concern sometimes is that the music keeps evolving and pro-
gressing and the excellence in production is probably better than 
ever, but lyrically, I don’t think we’re shown the same progress. 

“Talk to most preachers, pastors or theologians and they’ll prob-
ably note that as a concern in today’s worshipping church,” he 
continues. “I don’t have all the answers, but I know it’s an area 
we’ve got to keep challenging ourselves in. So there’s a prayer on 
this record where I sing out, ‘Did we lose the awe of God? Where 
has all the reverence gone? God, restore the glory song.’”

Redman says his ability to keep his craft focused in a Biblical 
sense comes from his own devotion to being in the word. He 

www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017

http://www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017


www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017

http://www.ccmmagazine.com/magazine/issues/nov-01-2017


follows a reading pattern given to him by an 81-year-old pastor 
who has served as a mentor and friend.

“I have a good friend, Dr. R.T. Kendall, an 81-year-old preacher 
from Nashville who recently introduced me an old Bible read-
ing plan he goes through. It’s by a Scottish pastor from the early 
1800s named Robert McCheyne. It’s a really nice way to get 
through scripture with four different portions for each day.  
So it’ll be a chapter from 1 Kings, a Psalm, a chapter from a 
New Testament letter plus a story from the Gospels. I’m finding 
it is a nice way to read, as none of the passages are super long 
and you get really good variety. I’d been following the plan a 
while when I couldn’t figure out why McCheyne’s name seemed 
so familiar. As it turns out, I borrowed and adapted some of his 
old lyrics from the hymn “When This Passing World Is Done” 
for use in my song “Endless Hallelujah,” the closing track on the 
10,000 Reasons record! 

More than anything, Redman says he hopes for Glory Song  
to resonate with listeners right where they are at, infiltrating 
the present with glimpses of the future kingdom. The key for 
Redman, once again, is balance, with his musical hopes occupy-
ing the space between “everyday” and “eternal.”

“I love it most when a record or a song contains something of 
the everyday and also something of the eternal. In other words, 
we’re singing about these grand themes—God’s ways and God’s 
story—and yet they don’t feel ethereal or irrelevant or out of 
touch. Instead we’re singing [them] in a way where they apply 
to our everyday lives. That would be my hope for this record, 
that it wouldn’t be so ‘heavenly minded to be of no earthly use,’ 
but it might connect some glorious truths to our daily lives and 
along the way usher in some hope, peace or stability.”   

Matt Redman
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KB  — Truly Free
The ever-vocal emcee explains that experiencing true 
freedom can only be found when we’re bound to God  

By David Daniels

On October 20, 2017, Reach Records artist KB released  
his third studio album, Today We Rebel, which features  
Lecrae, Andy Mineo, and for KING & COUNTRY. The highly- 
anticipated successor of KB’s Billboard-charting sophomore  
effort, Tomorrow We Live, trumpets the power of freedom. KB’s 
definition of freedom, though, may challenge that of its listeners. 

As the album released to a worldwide ear, we wanted to get a 
deeper understanding of what inspired the message behind  
KB’s newest LP in this engaging CCM Magazine interview.

CCM Magazine: During pre-launch promotion, you stated, 
“The only way to deal with an un-free world is to become  
so absolutely free that your very existence is an act of  
rebellion.” Where did that idea come from?

KB: I got it from reading. I’m a reader. I like to read broadly. 
[Freedom] is a concept that people have been grappling with 
for a long, long time—this tension between interests, because 
everybody has their own interests. Everybody has their own 
agendas, and so I’ve been struck by how people have dealt with 
the concept of freedom over the years. For me, it’s kind of boiled 
down to masters and slaves. 

It reminds me of the text in scripture where Paul says, “Let 
nothing master you, because if you give yourself to it to serve its 
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pleasures, you become its slave. Be a slave to no one besides a 
slave to righteousness.”

Everybody wants to be free and not bound by anything. I’m with 
that. I’m just saying that no person or thing will bind me because 
I’m bound to God. Which, I think escalates this type of freedom, 
because this type of freedom is actually afforded to us by the 
protection that we have in being bound by the Kingdom and 
nothing else.

CCM: What were some of the most influential books you read 
on that concept?

KB: There’s a book called The Very Good Gospel by Lisa Sharon 
Harper, where she essentially takes the idea of the gospel, and 
she bases in scripture, as opposed to how a lot of what we get 
these days through memes and online clips. We’re so entrenched 
in pop-theology and pop-Christianity, to the point where when 
people start talking about what the Bible actually has to say 
about what the gospel really is, it begins to sound weird and 
foreign. 

What Harper does is root the gospel in this idea of shalom— 
that God has a vision to apply His Good News to all of life.  
How can a slave in the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade experience  
the Good News of the gospel when all they’re exposed to is the 
abuse of the gospel? How can the gospel speak to those who 
have been misplaced? The marginalized? How can the gospel 
speak to those who don’t see its relevance, because it’s been 
mainly painted to them in a way that seems irrelevant? 

That’s a good book that’s really helped to shape my thinking in 
this area.

KB
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CCM: Would you say that was the primary source of  
inspiration for the album, or were there also others?

KB: I can answer that from a few different angles. Bottom line 
is: I love to read about people who were able to experience free-
dom under chaos, like people that you see on my album cover: 
Martin Luther, Frederick Douglas, Charles Spurgeon. I also 
have modern influences, like my pastor down in Tampa, who’s 
a father to me and my mentor. That’s a big concept for him—
freedom. Freedom from sin and freedom to live as courageous, 
as bold, and as impactful as God would allow you to be. To not 
become a product of your environment. 

That’s a major, multi-stream theme in my life. I heard this quote 
the other day that said, “We are not products of our environ-
ments, but our environments are products of us.” That’s a key 
aim for this album.

CCM: In the title of your album, Today We Rebel, who are 
“we,” and who/what are they rebelling against?

KB: “We” is Jesus’s people, God’s people—period. That is my 
country. I’m American. I’m black in my heritage, and proud of 
both of those. But I’m not more proud of that than I am of being 
a member of the Kingdom of God.

What are rebelling against is anything that would want to take 
our freedom. Again, that’s another multi-layered thing. That can 
be Jesus saying, “On this rock, I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell will not overcome it.” That means there is a move 
for the gates of hell, the kingdom of darkness, to overcome what 
we have. Our reaction to that is rebellion. 

KB
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We will not become the products of anybody’s political agenda. 
We will not become the product of our own love for security. 
That’s another big thing that I highlight as we go through this 
project… That the problem’s not just out there. The oppression 
is not just out there. The spirit of colonization exists in all of 
us. It’s sin. It’s this piece of us that wants to dominate and take 
things that don’t belong to us and make it our own, and, primari-
ly and most ultimately, our lives do not belong to us. They belong 
to God. We even have to rebel against that selfishness in us that 
wants to take our lives for our own purposes. 

The beautiful thing about that idea is that this resistance actually 
leads to freedom; that my being completely bound to God gives 
me the most happiness I can enjoy in this world. A place where 
no one’s judgment ultimately defines who I am because ultimate-
ly, God is my only judge. I don’t need the salvation of a president, 
the salvation of a politician, or the salvation of anyone person for 
that matter, because my salvation has already been secured.

CCM: Perhaps the most memorable song on the album is  
“The Art Of Drifting.” Do you mind sharing the story behind 
that track?

KB: The song’s actually inspired from a dream that I had. If you 
listen in the first verse, it says, “I had a dream last night, this 
is what I saw.” I embellish the story a lot in the song, but in the 
dream, I just experienced this sort-of apathy for God and Church, 
and my music just became a business. I literally woke up in tears. 
My wife had left me. My kids were gone. Luckily (in reality), I 
was at home, so my wife was next to me, so when I woke up I 
actually hugged her, because the dream scared me. 

I went on to write that song because, the fact of the matter is, 
that drift is so subtle. We’re all experiencing drift on some level, 
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and God-forbid you open your eyes, and you’re so far from the 
shore and trying to figure out where to pick up the pieces. That 
song is really speaking to, first and foremost, the fear of drift in 
my own life. Then, it’s also a challenge to the Christian music 
industry—no doubt, it’s so easy for us to forget Who we’re  
doing all of this for. I said that on a for KING & COUNTRY song: 
“We get so busy doing Your work that we forgot Who we’re 
working for.” In that respect, it’s also a call to repentance be-
cause a lot of things that I wrote in that song are true to what 
many people are experiencing, including myself.

CCM: How do you, KB, protect yourself against that drift?

KB: I’m going to be 100-percent honest with you. I don’t even 
care that this is a Christian magazine, I’ll say what I would say 
to anyone: the Bible. Period. I remember hearing it early in my 
Christian walk, “This book will keep you from sin, or sin will 
keep you from this book.” Through all of the phases where,  
“This is boring. I don’t understand any of this. I don’t want  
anything to do with it,” or, “I just would rather get on Instagram 
or Twitter,” it’s fighting through all of that. 

One of the issues with pop-theology and pop-Christianity is that 
we blindly accept that everything has been done by Jesus, so we 
just sort-of float until we get to where we’re going and forget 
about the urgencies of texts like, Fight the good fight of faith. 
Hold fast to eternity. You have to grip this. Dallas Willard said, 
“Grace is not opposed to effort. It is opposed to earning.”

We have to expend ourselves for the sake of our souls, for the 
sake of our happiness. Ultimately, isn’t that what we all want? 
We want to be happy. God is actually saying, “My glory at its 
highest actually translates to your happiness at its highest.” 

KB
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KB

Staying faithful to our spouses, enjoying our families and not 
having lives that are riddled with chaos, addiction and abuse. 
That’s the thing about it, the things that we drift away to don’t 
actually make us happy. They injure us. God would keep us from 
that, and one of the primary means He does that is through His 
Word, because when you open that book, it’s Him speaking. We 
can’t really have relationship with people if we don’t allow them 
to speak to us. 

In my own life, I’m at my weakest when I’m away from that book, 
and I’m at my most secure when I’m close to it. It can’t just be 
about reading it to check off a checklist, or even dissecting it like 
it’s science. But it is approaching it devotionally, listening for the 
voice of God to do something miraculous to your heart.

CCM: I’ve heard you express your interest in apologetics in 
the past, and that passion seemed to come out most on  
“New Portrait.” Could you share the story behind that song?

KB: There’s a movement in the city I was born in, St. Petersburg, 
I won’t name them, but they’re considered a terrorist organiza-
tion. I think the FBI takes it so far to say they’re a “terrorist or-
ganization,” but they are certainly anti-police. They call officers 
“pigs” and want to kick them out of the community. They’re very 
militant. They’re non-violent, but very angry. I think some of the 
anger is justified, but parts of it just sound like it’s white hatred 
and black nationalism. 

I actually went to go spend some time with them. I didn’t know 
who they were, but I knew that they were active in the city that 
I love, St. Pete, and they have a headquarters, so I went. I left my 
wife in the car because I know they’re against interracial mar-
riage, so I didn’t want to get upset in there if they were to disre-
spect my wife. I went inside and said, “Hey, I’m from the commu-
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nity, and I just want to know what y’all do and see if I can talk to 
somebody.”

Long story short, I spent an hour up there. I tried to be as  
affirming as possible. Then when I started to talk, I was like, 
“Well I just want y’all to know, I am a Christian.” Everybody 
gasped in the room. “[Gasp] Do you realize what you’re doing?”  
I think for the first time they had a conscious black Christian 
who had answers for why there was no issue with Christianity 
and Africans. I took them through history. I started challeng-
ing them, and they had no answer for me because they hadn’t 
thought about it before. 

I even told them, “Your hatred for white supremacy is actu-
ally making you a victim of white supremacy because the belief 
that Christianity is the ‘white man’s religion’ is the height of 
what white supremacists would want you to think, right? They 
want you to think that they own it. They want you to assimilate 
to their thing, and that’s what you believe, and it’s wrong. The 
most biblical, more historical way to look at this is to see Chris-
tianity as something that belongs to, first of all, the Lord—God 
Almighty—and He extended it not in Europe first, but in the 
Middle East.” 

I wrote the song essentially off of that conversation to really 
help people realize that there have been many who have abused 
the name of the Lord for evil—and that’s a challenge for people, 
rightfully so—but you have to realize the risen Savior, the real 
Jesus, always emerges from the fake ones.

CCM: So did that group disband after you refuted them?

KB: I wish [laughs]. I think they got stronger.   

KB
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By: amy Parker 
9780718099527	–	$8.99
New	from	award-winning	author	Amy	Parker,	My 

Christmas Prayer	is	a	shiny,	foil-embellished	board	book	
shaped	like	a	Christmas	gift	that	features	playful	puppies	
getting into the holiday spirit. Boys and girls will love the 
playful art and the simple message that Jesus is God’s 
gift to us.

One Christmas Bear
By: anne vittur Kennedy
9780718090142	–	$8.99
Count	the	joys	of	Christmas	with	Christmas	Bear	and	

his arctic friends in One Christmas Bear,	the	new	holiday-
shaped board book for toddlers and preschoolers by Anne 
Vittur	Kennedy.

Really Woolly Christmas Blessing
 By: Bonnie Rickner Jensen 
9780718097417	–	$9.99
Christmastime	is	full	of	God’s	wonder	and	blessings!	

Celebrate	all	the	excitement	of	the	season	with	our	
favorite lamb, Really Woolly. Sweet rhyming text, 
prayers, and Scripture about the greatest gift of all, the 
birth	of	Jesus,	make	this	the	perfect	Christmas	gift	for	
your favorite little one.

Jesus Always: 365 Devotions for Kids 
By: sarah Young
9780718096885	–	$15.99
From the bestselling author of Jesus Calling®
Embrace the true meaning of Joy with the young 

believers	in	your	life	in	Sarah	Young’s	newest	365-day	
devotional, Jesus Always: 365 Devotions for Kids. 

I’m Not a Scaredy-Cat (picture Book) 
By: Max Lucado
9780718074913	–	$16.99
Number one New York Times bestselling author Max 

Lucado will delight you and your family with the silly 
new picture book I’m Not a Scaredy-Cat.	Laugh-out-loud	
funny, yet filled with an important message that God is 
near so there’s no need to fear, kids will learn to put into 
perspective those things that frighten or worry them.

Indescribable 
By: Louie giglio
9780718086107	–	$16.99 
Indescribable: 100 Devotions for Kids About God and 

Science will engage curious minds and help them discover 
that	God’s	design	truly	is	awe-inspiring.	In	100	devotions	
on topics such as creation, the universe, our amazing 
bodies, and weather, kids will understand what millions 
of adults have gleaned from Louie Giglio’s beloved 
message Indescribable.

40% oFF + Free Shipping on These and more
code: Tommy40  •  Store.Faithgateway.com/Kidschristmas
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How would you describe your life? Good? Great? How 
about amazing? 

A Life Beyond Amazing uncovers God’s strategy for 
change and challenges you to make nine important 
decisions that will transform your heart, your life, and 
your world.
Bestselling	author	Dr.	David	Jeremiah	presents	the	case	

that	God	calls	us	to	a	life	of	love	and	joy	and	peace.	God’s	
definition of a life beyond amazing also includes a life of 
endurance, compassion, generosity, integrity, humility, 
and	self-discipline.	

If you read the New Testament, it becomes very evident 
that	God’s	intention	for	His	Children	is	that	they	not	only	
live a good and godly life, but a life full of meaning. 
Dr.	David	Jeremiah	is	greatly	burdened	for	people	who	live	below	the	joy	and	fulfillment	God	

intends. He believes an unfulfilled life is no way to exist. It was this concern that led him to write 
A Life Beyond Amazing: 9 Decisions That Will Transform Your Life Today.

In his book, study guide, and subsequent teaching series, he points us to Scripture promising us 
a life of blessings beyond our comprehension—a life beyond what we think might be possible.

He says, “A life beyond amazing doesn’t have to start when we step into heaven. A life beyond 
amazing	can	be	lived	right	here	on	earth!”
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9  D E C I S I O N S  T H A T  W I L L 

T R A N S F O R M  Y O U R  L I F E  T O D A Y

DR . DAV I D J E R E M I A H
N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S  B E S T S E L L I N G  A U T H O R

www.liFeBeyondamazing.com

special advertising section

N E W  F RO M  D R .  D AV I D  J E R E M I A H

Each of us has just one life to live. Our lives should count. They should matter, have purpose, and, frankly, they 
should be amazing. But as we look around, we see people living in defeat, in disarray, and deeply disheartened.

In A Life Beyond Amazing, Dr. David Jeremiah focuses on nine qualities that compose a life-beyond-amazing. He 
unpacks what it means to become the people God wants us to be and explores how the Holy Spirit helps us to 

develop these qualities in our lives.

“A life beyond amazing doesn’t have to start when we step into heaven,”  
says Dr. Jeremiah. “A life beyond amazing can be lived right here on earth.”

LIVE LIFE BEYOND WHAT YOU 
THINK IS POSSIBLE

A Life Beyond Amazing  
available wherever books 

and ebooks are sold.

www.LifeBeyondAmazing.com

To learn more about  
A Life Beyond Amazing or to sign 
up for a 5-day email devotional 

on 5 Ways to Live Beyond 
Amazing go to 

Also  
available in

SPANISH
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“Merry Be You All” A delightful new Christ-
mas Carol with traditional lyrics 
Fully scored for your band or orchestra

Click here for immediate download or to 
listen any of Jon Seccombe’s award winning 
worship music.

“Merry Be 
You All”
A delightful new Christmas Carol  

with traditional lyrics. 

Fully scored for your band or orchestra.

Available for immediate download at 

jonseccombemusic.com 
or to listen any of Jon Seccombe’s  

award winning worship music. 

“meRRy Be you all” 
Jon Seccombe

“‘Merry	Be	You	All’	is	a	delightful	new	Christmas	
Carol	from	Jon	Seccombe,	one	of	Australia’s	leading	
composers of worship music. Superbly performed by 
Kim	Chandler	(from	U.K.’s	‘The	Voice’	and	backing	
vocalist for Bee Gees and Michael Bolton), ‘Merry Be 
You All’, is produced by Peter Stevenson of Turnaround 
Music	Australia,	(‘People/	Children	of	All	Nations’)	and	
is	available	at jonseccombemusic.com together	with	a	
wide range of carols and worship music.
Christmas	is	a	time	of	celebration	and	‘Merry	Be	You	

All’ hails the birth of Jesus with strong, contemporary 
lyrics and a powerful melody. The carol initially reaches out to all in our communities, inviting 
them	to	come	and	feel	the	joy	that	marks	this	most	special	time	of	year.	We	then	discover	that	
this	special	place	is	real	and	not	just	for	one	day	of	the	year.	It	is	a	revolutionary	day	that	can	
change	us	and	changes	all	our	days.	The	one	Christmas	day	in	which	everyone	is	encouraged	to	
speak kindness is transformed to become each and every day as we become ‘rich in Jesus’ love’ 
and sacrifice.

We encourage you to take up this bold new carol and share it with your friends; your colleagues; 
your	family.	In	our	modern	world,	Carols	have	the	power	to	reach	into	hearts	although	ears	
may be shut to every other message of our gospel. You are invited to listen and download this 
carol. Fully orchestrated scores and simple piano reductions of the carol can be found 
at jonseccombemusic.com (made	freely	available	to	CCI	users).
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heaven invading eaRTh 
Bethel tv

Bethel	TV	exports	everything	happening	at	Bethel	Church.	We	fuel	the	revival	in	your	life.	
With a subscription to Bethel TV, you can stream conferences, experience live worship with 
Bethel	Music,	attend	Bethel	classes,	join	in	every	weekend	for	church,	and	learn	from	a	decade	of	
resources.

 
Season	Pass	Members	Enjoy:

•	Live	and	on-demand	church	services

•	Weekly	Bethel	Music	worship	sets

•	All	Bethel	TV	events	and	conferences

•	Revival	Chats	and	shows

•	Powerful	testimonies

•	Access	to	E-Courses
 
To sign up, visit bethel.tv
Use	promo	code:	merrychristmas
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Brandon Heath
Faith, Hope, Love, Repeat
Released: Oct. 20, 2017
Reunion Records
”A fearless proclamation of hope…
merging singer-songwriter vibes w/
soulful-pop strides…” | READ full 
review at CCMmagazine.com
 
http://bit.ly/CCM-BHr

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B075X4LV5Y/?tag=ccm02e-20

RED | Gone
Released: Oct. 27, 2017
Essential Records 
”Emotional lyrics w/ epic deliveries…
Gone beautifully translates 
expressions of struggle & hope...” | 
READ full review at CCMmagazine.com

http://bit.ly/CCM-RGr

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B075NQ4KP8/?tag=ccm02e-20

Casting Crowns
It’s Finally Christmas EP
Released: Oct. 20, 2017
Provident Label Group
“Inspiring and inviting…hats 
off, something fresh amid the 
familiarity…”  | READ full review at 
CCMmagazine.com

http://bit.ly/CCM-IFCr 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B076CW4YRD/?tag=ccm02e-20
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Micah Tyler | Different LP
Released: Oct. 20, 2017
FairTrade Services
“Five new songs that live up to 
previous EP’s bar…Micah Tyler is one 
to watch for...” | READ full review at 
CCMmagazine.com

http://bit.ly/CCM-Dlpr

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0767NMNTL/?tag=ccm02e-20

 

Hannah Kerr | Emmanuel EP
Releases: Oct. 20, 2017
Black River Christian
“Intimate, warm…Fans of Kerr’s debut 
Overflow will enjoy this yuletide 
addition…” | READ full review at 
CCMmagazine.com

http://bit.ly/CCM-HKxr
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B075NRQJQL/?tag=ccm02e-20
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