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FROM THE EDITOR

We have come to our final edition of CCM Magazine for the
month December, and for the year 2015. In our previous issue,
singer-songwriter and author, Andrew Greer, brought us three
conversations surrounding the idea of Christmas & Communion—
making new connections with each other, and with God.

Nathan Cochran beautifully expressed how he and his
MercyMe band mates find Christmas to be a time of celebration,
and how they choose to focus on family as a response to God
“entering into the human story.” Laura Story, moved by “the
greatest gift to all of humanity,” recorded her first Christmas
album, God With Us, this year, and Point Of Grace’s Leigh
Cappillino shared some of her family’s rich Christmastime
traditions (and a scrumptious mac-n-cheese recipe!).

In this issue, Greer sits down with leading worshippers and
songwriters Chris Tomlin, Keith Getty, and Jon and Valerie
Guerra, and dives a little more into the very thing that “sets the
table” for this time of communion—music.

No matter how you slice it, you can’t refute Greer’s
emphatic opening statement, “Christmastime simply would
not be Christmastime without music.” It's true! Think about it,
everything would be wrong if we found ourselves at our local
mall in the middle of December—surrounded by the visual
fanfare of trees, garland, reindeer and Santa Clauses—while
a Muzak version of Bruce Hornsby’s “The Way It Is” was
sheepishly playing over the intercom speakers.

All of the artists mentioned above (excluding Hornsby),
has responded to the meaning of Christ’s birth in their lives
with music. How will you respond this year? Will you casually
glaze over the singing of hymns and carols, or will you return
a heartfelt praise to Him? Jesus isn’'t expecting an eloquent
vibrato, or a slickly produced Christmas CD—He desires a
renewed connection. There’s an open seat for you at His table.

Merry Christmas,

Kevin Sparkman
Editor, CCM Magazine
KSparg@CCMMagazine.com

CCMMAGAZINE.COM

Andy Argyrakis

is a Chicago-based
entertainment writer/
photographer who appears

in the Chicago Tribune,

lllinois Entertainer,

Hear/Say Magazine,

Concert Livewire and more.

Andrew Greer is a
Dove-nominated
singer-songwriter
and writer. The Texas native
and Nashville, TN resident
recently released his first
book, co-authored with Ginny
Owens, titled Transceding
Mysteries (Thomas Nelson).
More info at Andrew-Greer.com.
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OUT & ABOUT

COMPILED BY ANDY ARGYRAKIS

n Throughout the holiday season, Andrew
Greer Presents An Angel Band Christmas is
slated to air on multiple networks, including
Parables TV, Cornerstone TeleVision Network
and CTN affiliates. And for those unable to
catch its broadcast, there’s always the DVD and
digital album of the same name from
LightWorx Entertainment/Lucid Artist, also
featuring the Dove Award-nominated singer/
songwriter and his famous friends. Pictured
from left to right: Point of Grace’s Denise
Jones, Shelley Breen and Leigh Cappillino;
Greer; Cindy Morgan; Jaci Velasquez and Nic
Gonzales.

| Fireflight’s Dawn Michele visited the
Ashby House with her son, Johnny, while in
Salina, KS on the Small Town America Tour. The
Ashby House helps women recover from
addiction, provides safety for impoverished
families, and many other services worth
supporting. Check them out at ashbyhouse.org.




OUT & ABOUT

[F} Dove Award-winning Difference Media
group Canton Junction just finished the Every
Hallelujah Tour, performing before
enthusiastic audiences around the Southeast.
Pictured from left to right at the Evangel
Temple Assembly of God in Jacksonville, FL are
Matthew Hagee, Casey Rivers, Ryan Seaton
and Tim Duncan.

n Prior to hitting the road again to support
her fourth studio recording Everything | Need,
Artist Garden Entertainment artist Holly Starr
tied the knot with former band mate Chris
Rumbles near her hometown in Washington.




OUT & ABOUT

B Vocal powerhouse
Natalie Grant launches the

rou

debut of this season’s “Sam’s
Place—Music For The Spirit”
with Steven Curtis
Chapman at the Ryman
Auditorium where the pair

performed his classic hit “His
Strength Is Perfect.” (Photo
credit: Rick Diamond/Getty
Images)

A Sviritually-leaning
progressive rockers
Trans-Siberian Orchestra
are hitting the road once
again this winter, performing
all the tunes from The
Ghosts Of Christmas Eve,
plus selections from the
brand new studio album
Letters From The Labyrinth
(Lava Records/Republic
Records). (Photo credit:
Jason McEachern)
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CHRISTMASTIME SIMPLY WOULD NOT
Bt CHRESTMASTIME WLTHOUT MUSIC

Songs are a part of our collective conscious
each December. Everywhere we go—
school, church, the movies, the mall, even
Walmart—yuletide tunes playlist over
public speakers, chorusing strains of peace
on earth and good will toward men.

Yes, the seasonal shuffle is inevitable.
Choir concerts. Basketball games. Family
reunions. Service to our neighbors, the
needy, our churches. The most anticipated
month on our calendars is often one of the
most anxiety-ridden as well. But even in
our panic-inducing, communal craziness,
music gifts us with a moment to pause, to
reflect, and in our minds and hearts, take
communion.

The cry of, “Clean up on Aisle 10,” heard
over the grocery store intercom turns into a
exquisite chorus of “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing.” “Joy to the World” sounds out over the
Starbucks’ speaker, reminding a line of over-
worked, under-caffeinated patrons that the
next shot of espresso—though spiritual—is
not imperative to life. Even a backseat of
arguing children quiets to a hush as Ella
Fitzgerald songbirds “Silent Night, Holy
Night” over the radio waves.

It’s as if our entire culture is readying itself
for communion, and music sets the table.

As three of the modern church’s most
distinctive artists, worship leaders and
songwriters, Chris Tomlin, Keith and
Kristyn Getty and Jon and Valerie Guerra
have spent much of their creative efforts
writing and administering music that helps
set the table for communion. So though |
would otherwise discourage it, silence the
CD player, turn down Spotify, shut down your
smart phone, and take a minute to join the
rhythm of our conversation in an effort to
prepare our hearts and minds for Christmas,
and communion. You might just find yourself
humming along. =cm

O come let us adore him. O come let us adore
him. O come let us adore him. Christ the Lord.

CCMMAGAZINE.COM
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PKAYIN(, FOR AN AWAKENING

In the modern church, Chris Tomlin’s name
has become synonymous with “worship
music.” For nearly two decades, the Texas
native has recorded, written and performed
songs designed to lead the spiritual masses
in musical communion. Perennial favorites
like “How Great is Our God,” “Indescribable”
and this year’s already number one-selling
single, “Good, Good Father” have cemented
Tomlin in the hymnals of the twenty-first
century church while propelling him to the
top of the Christian music charts.

And Christmastime, Tomlin says, presents
congregations with an especially poignant
opportunity to reflect through song and
verse—a unique season where music
especially offers our spirits a “chance to
connect again.” Gifting the corporate-singing
church with his second order of Advent
worship on ADORE: Christmas Songs of
Worship (sixsteps), the carefully articulated
worship leader sits down to discourse on
worship at Christmastime in a fireside lesson
on carols and communion.

CCM: There is a lot of collaboration on
this record. All Sons & Daughters, Lauren
Daigle and Kristyn Getty. Why were guests

important on this record? And how does
the collaborative effort aid you in your
aim of leading worship—of facilitating
communion—through music?

Chris Tomlin: | am honored to have each of
these guests on the album. And Crowder is
even featured on a deluxe edition [which is
available at Target] with a pretty fun and
different take on “We Three Kings.”

There is so much strength to be gained
with the right collaborations. All of these
happened very naturally and nothing was
forced. | was just looking for what was a good
fit for each song. Was there something or
someone that would bring an added touch
that | never could on my own?

CCM: Where some live worship records
still sound largely like in-studio efforts,
the natural texture of live voices is very
prominent and poignant on Adore. |
especially find this true in the tenderness
of “Silent Night,” transporting our senses
to the sights and sounds of candlelit
Christmas Eve services. Recording purists
would hesitate to leave “live” voices

so exposed when polishing the final
effort. What was the design and meaning
behind keeping the corporate singing so
prominent on the final recording?

CT: Yes, everything you mention here was
very intentional. You definitely get the feel

CCMMAGAZINE.COM
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that you are in midst of a gathering of people
singing these songs of worship to God. | love
that the record, for the most part, doesn’t
focus on a “singer,” but the point is to find
yourself joining in with everyone else.

CCM: Your last Christmas record,

2012’s Glory in the Highest, was recorded
live at Nashville’s historic Ocean Way
studios—the same location for Adore. Why
“live,” and why Ocean Way again?

CT: Like Glory In The Highest, | wanted this
record to capture the church singing these
songs in worship. Ocean Way is a legendary
studio in Nashville that was once a church. So
it was so beautiful to fill what is now a studio
room with hundreds of voices singing praise
to God.

e

Above all, that’s what | wanted this record
to sound like—to capture the people, voices
singing these songs written around the birth
of Jesus.

CCM: Christmas is a poignant season.
Culturally, we seem to be more open

to spiritual matters, sensitive to our
neighbors needs and transparent in our
humanity. Why do you think Christmastime
promotes this connectedness and unity?
CT: To me, one of the main reasons Christmas
seems to be so poignant is that it causes

the world to slow down for a moment. It is

so much harder to be connected and have
your heart open to what really matters when
you are running all the time. Christmas
manages to slow us down for a moment, to

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



contemplate what this season is all about.
When you get past all the demands of
shopping and things like that, Christmas
offers your spirit a chance to connect again.

CCM: Similarly, Christmas music holds a
universally sacred space in the world’s
celebration of the holidays, even with

its explicitly Christian content. On tour
at Christmastime, have you experienced
this to be true? How do you find

leading worship especially impactful at
Christmastime?

CT: No doubt. Christmas opens the heart like
no other time. | love leading so many of the
great carols of Christmas on these tours. The
lyrics of these songs that we have sung for
most of our lives are among the best ever writ-

ten in any time or genre of music. There is such
a simplicity and purity about leading worship
during Christmas that is undeniable as well.

CCM: When we congregate to worship,
we gather in the midst of experiencing
many hardships, many issues. In a
recent Called Magazine cover story
featuring you and your wife, Lauren, the
two of you talk about wading through
difficult seasons in your own marriages.
The advent of the holidays does
not eliminate our pain. In fact, it can
often exacerbate it. So for you, how
does Christmas and Christmas music
play an important role in shaping your
perspectives in the midst of real and
present heartache? And how do you think
it transforms and opens up the perspective
of the church as you lead corporate
worship around the country and at home
at Christmastime?
CT: The story of Christmas is God coming to
earth in the form of a man, Jesus. This may be
the greatest power and grace that Christmas
holds. There was no palace or parade, but a
stable. The invitation first went to the lowly,
the shepherds. Jesus was born into a world
filled with pain and heartache. This was God’s
tangible way of saying that He understood
and saw the suffering and pain of the world,
and would choose to take it all upon Himself.
The announcement of Christmas by the
angels was “peace of earth.” Jesus would
make a way for every heart to find peace with
God once again. This is what we sing about
on the record Adore. There is a lyric in the
song, “Noel,” that says, “Come and see what
God has done.” For every night of the tour
and every time this music is heard, | pray it
awakens the wonder of what God has truly
done for the world.

+ READ CCM MAGAZINE'S REVIEW OF
“ADORE: CHRISTMAS SONGS OF WORSHIP”
ON CCMMAGAZINE.COM.

CCMMAGAZINE.COM
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HYMNS—GIFTS OF GRACE

CCM: This year, you guys follow up your
popular Christmas recording, Joy, with
a live take. Christmas music must be
meaningful for you and Kristyn to put it on
tape twice! Why a second go-round? And
what is Christmas music’s impact on you
personally?

Keith Getty: The reason for

GETTY MU

SIC PRESENTS

culture without protest. Rather, they are
often promoted. As a hymn writer, does
this impact/move you? How so?

KG: Yes, | think it’s wonderful because the
reason that they are sung is because hymns
are such a wonderful art. They are gifts of
grace that have been given to the church
by some of the finest poets, theologians,
and composers in the history of music

and, are something we should treasure.

As church musicians, we
recognize that the challenge

our live recording is because of

CJOY N IRISH CHRISTMNA S

for all of us, is to utilize the

this exciting new partnership

with PBS. Last Christmas, we h ‘;’i
recorded the show, and as we ‘\
began discussions with PBS, 7>

they were excited about making
it a Christmas fundraiser for the
2015 year. And so, they wanted
to release a new version.

We were particularly excited
about this, because as the tour has grown,
so each member of the band has added their
own sense of life and identity to the show.
Our Christmas show this year is new from
top to bottom, and the process of putting it
together has continue to inspire us to make
more recordings and create new shows.

CCM: Christmastime is the one season
when hymns are sung throughout popular

KEITH @ KRISTYN GETTY

opportunity to effectively
use this gift to reach the
broader community; whether
it means innovative concerts,
opportunities to make

music amongst our own
communities/neighborhoods
in innovative ways, or simply
ensuring our churches
singing with a greater sense of passion

and witness.

The deeper challenge for our communities
is that we don't expect outsiders to celebrate
our ‘good news’, but rather, our energy,
talent and imaginations, would so inspire
the people around us. Christmas, then,
naturally becomes the subject of everyone’s
conversation in the way the great carols of
old are able to do.

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



CCM: In this set of features we are talking
about “Christmas and Communion.” | think
the live experience is quite communal. How
do you think sharing music together in the
live context promotes communion—with
each other, and with God?

KG: It promotes communion at different
levels: when God’s people sing together,

the sense of public congregational singing,
becomes a holy act, which is a foretaste of
heaven. At a broader level, the music, dance
and spirit of the Christmas show is meant to
bring communities together. Each concert
has a inter-generational choir, as well as a
lobby jam after the show, encouraging kids
and adults to join and dance, which gives

a chance to share music with each of these
communities, allowing for a fun and joyful
Christmas experience.

CCM: What first inspired you to write
music—and to pen modern hymns? And
how is songwriting, recording, performing

and producing music an effort to connect
with God, and others?

KG: Primarily, | think as | became more

and more convinced about the truth of
Christianity, | also became aware of how
God’s people have learned their faith through
what they sing, all throughout history: Old
Testament, New Testament and through all
the phases of Christian history as well.

As we are the first generation of a new
millennium, where there are more Christians
in the world than ever before, where global
communication is possible for the first time
in history, and when most Christians have a
very shallow understanding of their faith, the
challenge for us is to write a new generation
of hymns to help plant the deep truths of
Christ, his gospel and words into people’s
hearts, minds and imaginations.

+ READ CCM’S REVIEW OF “KEITH & KRISTYN
GETTY’S JOY-AN IRISH CHRISTMAS LIVE”
ON CCMMAGAZINE.COM

CCMMAGAZINE.COM
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FROM THE LLVING ROOM 10
“JOKN & JUNE'S ROOM

CCM: The songs from It’s Almost Christmas

were originally born from a Guerra-family
Kickstarter of sorts. What is the story be-
hind the origins of these recordings? Have
you always loved Christmas music?

Jon & Valerie Guerra: The pre-
Kickstarter! The entire project

would like, and we could make a couple
bucks off them to buy gifts for them, for
Christmas?”

Lots of our friends had moved out of
Chicago, so the whole project was birthed
from the song, “It's Almost Christmas,”
reminiscing about the merriment of Chicago
at Christmas. Then, we threw a couple of our
favorite Christmas songs on there, and the
tradition was born.

The project kind of took on a life of its own
when we sold more than we were expecting,
then the next year we were

was birthed four years ago
when we were poor newlyweds
with Christmas quickly ap-
proaching, wondering how on
earth we could afford Christ-
mas presents. We needed
Christmas gift cash and we
knew, a) our friends and family
would buy a little homemade

s'

™

- “JONEVALERT
@GUERM%E

4 k"’/ s

asked, “Where’s this year’s
original Christmas song?” We
started writing an original
song every year, adding
some of our favorites and our
friends’ favorites too (and,
of course, still playing for
custard!).

Sony Descendant [The

\\

A

album (to fund their own
gifts), and b) if we played at the custard shop
around the corner from our apartment, we
could get some free custard and sell a couple
more copies of the little album.

We found ourselves stuck inside for a week
due to a nasty Chicago cold going around,
and we ended up saying to ourselves, “Hey,
what if we write one little Christmas song
about Chicago that our friends and family

Lone Bellow, Colony House]
heard the project and approached us about
recording it—they asked us to produce it
ourselves, which was a huge vote of confi-
dence, as they wanted it to still maintain that
homespun feel.

It’s Almost Christmas was recorded in the
living room of our apartment, with no outside
producers or session players (a couple of
our friends and family joined in and added

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



some parts). You can hear creaks, pops, and
you may hear an occasional neighbor’s dog
barking—mainly because we didn’t know
how to mix those out! | taught Valerie how

to use ProTools, and we literally engineered
the whole thing by ourselves. One day, | came
home from a gig, and Valerie played me the
entire string track for “Have Yourself A Merry
Little Christmas” that she composed, engi-
neered, and produced in a couple hours.

CCM: | like what you said about the music
on this EP, “We’re not trying to make new
Christmas music...we're trying to make
something that makes Christmas music feel
new.” How did this idea of making Christ-
mas music “feel new” play out in the record-
ing process to differentiate this collection
of songs from those already out there?
Guerra’s: Let’s be clear: you can never
replace Bing Crosby & Rosemary Clooney,
Mariah Carey, Michael Buble, or Amy Grant.

We never thought we needed new Christmas
music. Like we mentioned earlier, we never
set out to try our hand at new Christmas
music, it was birthed out of necessity.

In a sense, the “newness” isn’t new record-
ing techniques or gear or the latest trends,
it’s almost the opposite. It was just us, holed
up in our tiny one-bedroom Chicago apart-
ment, recording the songs in which we hoped
our families and friends would find warmth,
cheer, and a sense of “home.”

CCM: Speaking of classic Christmas art-
istry, you are opening Amy Grant’s annual
Nashville Christmas shows at the Ryman
Auditorium this month. How do you feel
about this honored spot?

Guerra’s: We are still pinching our-

selves. When we first walked into the Ryman,
we were escorted to our dressing room, the
“Johnny and June” room—we just stood
there, mouths agape. Not only is the Ryman

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



filled with music history, but Amy Grant is

an artist both of us so greatly admire—she’s
been able to successfully toe the line of Chris-
tian and pop music seamlessly, and the fact
that she invited us as the first ever opener to
share her stage is an unbelievable honor.

CCM: In these holiday conversations we

are talking about “Christmas and Commu-
nion.” How Christmastime encourages con-
nections with each other, with God, anew
each time the season rolls around. How is
this true for you?

Jon Guerra: In the deepest sense, the
manger is the first communion table. In the
manger, God communes with us, with human-
ity, irrevocably and inseparably by actually
becoming us. The underlying premise of
communion as instituted by Jesus (“Remem-
ber my body and blood...”) is that He actually
was a person, with a body and with blood.
When we remember, we first remember the
material-ness of God.

Then we remember the suffering of God.
This is the piece that has had the most im-
pact on my life personally. God was born into
suffering. He was born in a barn with animals.
His parents couldn’t even get a room at a
cheap motel. He grew up in the only part of
town his parents could afford, which by the
way, was clearly not the most well-to-do part
of town (people questioned, “Does anything
good come out of Nazareth?”). God had
every right to be born at the top of the top.
Instead, he was born at the bottom. He died
at the bottom, too. This is so moving to me,
sometimes | can hardly bear it. The one we
hail as King of Kings and Lord of Lords chose
to dwell with the lowly.

CCM: Before releasing your singer-song-
writer debut, Little Songs, this spring, you
were primarily known as a member of the
Vertical Church Band at Chicago’s Harvest
Bible Church. To me, leading worship is
facilitating musical communion. How has

your role as worship leader—of unifying
people spiritually through music—impact
your singer-songwriter artistry? Did “wor-
ship” impact the recording of this Christ-
mas record? If so, how?

JG: “Musical communion”—I really like that.
This is precisely how | see my role as a wor-
ship leader. Beauty is indiscriminate in its
welcome. It draws and connects people on a
visceral, emotional level. | believe that’s why
we sing. As a worship leader, | don't lead the
voices of the people—I lead their affections.
If the hearts of people are enraptured with
God, everything else follows (singing, atten-
tion to the sermon, tithing, charity, etc.). If
you lead their hearts, their lives will follow.

With Little Songs, | tried to write from the
heart, to the heart. They are songs intended
to be digestible. At my concerts, | try to be
lighthearted in my storytelling as a way of
disarming people. | want our hearts to con-
nect so that when | sing, the affections | feel
are also being felt by the people. There is
communion in that.

As for the Christmas record, there are a
couple moments of direct worship (“Little
Drummer Boy,” “Lord Remind Me”), but main-
ly it’s a welcome—to any and all. . A welcome
to family, friend, and stranger. Christmas
is a celebration of God’s welcoming us into
communion with Himself. We made it in our
living room for goodness sake, so it’s quite a
personal one, at that! cem
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Share your love of The Upper Room.

‘The God of peace
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KIRK FRANKLIN

n the heels of releasing his seventh

BY ANDREW GREER
original solo album, Losing My

n Religion (RCA, Nov. 13, 2015), and

eighth overall (including 2012's compilation
The Essential Kirk Franklin)—plus an
additional seven more, previously recorded
alongside companion choirs The Family,
Nu Nation, and 1 Nation Crew—singer-
songwriter (obviously excluding an ongoing
host of other worthy titles) Kirk Franklin
really doesn’t have anything left to prove.

For a man who has eclipsed one pinnacle
after another, and collected countless
accolades along the way (well, we can count
seven GRAMMY Awards, to name a few), the
musical prodigy is still approaching his work
as if he has everything to lose. And don't let
the new album title fool you—Franklin is ever
laser-focused on his life’s accomplishments
completely representing the One who has
given him true life, Jesus Christ. Losing a
little, to gain a lot (Philippians 1:21).

Enjoy this brief conversation between
author, and fellow singer-songwriter Andrew
Greer, with platinum-selling recording artist
Kirk Franklin.

CCM: Losing My Religion. Explain the
motivation behind this provocative title.

Kirk Franklin: The motivation was to use an
album full of Christian content and the love
God has for mankind, and to combine it with a
title that would open people’s eyes and start

the conversation about who God really is.
Since humanity is driven by so many rules,

and the mindset that who we are is based

on what we do—this album has become

the soundtrack to our inability to ever do

enough to match what has already been done

through Jesus Christ.

CCM: I fell in love with the first single when
you performed it at the Dove Awards this
year. The groove is incredible, but the lyric,
It’s so easy to complain / Addicted to the
pain ... Jesus knows just how you feel /
Just let him take the wheel, is what hits
home. Many folks could get into a debate
over semantics—happiness being temporal,
versus joy being eternal—do you perceive a
difference? What inspired this lyric?

KF: | see happiness as a segue into joy.
Happiness gives birth to joy. A person senses
a feeling, but they have to do the work to
find out what that really is. In that process, as
they mature in their walk and in their faith,
they are introduced to joy, which has more of
an eternal implication. Basically, happiness
and joy can co-exist. One is for here, and one
encompasses it all.

CCM: You are one of the best-selling artist-
producer-arranger-choir directors in the
world. When you were a kid growing up

in Fort Worth, TX, first growing in your
experience of music and choirs, did you ever

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



anticipate the breadth of
your career?

KF: No, | really didn’t. | didn’t
really have an idea of what |
would be. Dreaming was a luxu-
ry that | really couldn’t afford.

CCM: Your catalog through
the years has permeated
with overcoming anthems—
“Smile,” “Do You Wanna’ Be
Happy,” “Brighter Day,” “He
Reigns.” Are these themes
born from your own personal
spiritual experiences? Do any
relate to the spiritual wan-
derings of your early years?
KF: Yes, those themes are the
narrative of my entire life—
from my early years until
now, as you mentioned.

CCM: Today, 2015, if you

could only communicate
one thing to listeners, what
would that one thing be?
KF: Christ is alive and
relevant. ccm

+ FORJJORE ON “LO{:{MY
RELIGION,” READ CCM’S
DEC. 15, 2015 ALBUM REVI

ON CCMMAGAZINE.COM

KIRK FRANKLIN

LOSING MY RELIGION
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TOBYMAC Continues To Set The Standard For
Christian Music’s Live Show—Performs Poignant
NYC Tour Date Hours After Paris Attacks

BY JUSTIN SARACHIK PHOTOS BY JIMMY DAVIS

here’s a certain aura when seeing an
T event at the “world’s most famous

arena,” Madison Square Garden, in
New York City. The venue’s storied past is
rich with monumental memories of game-
winning baskets, Stanley Cup victories, and
the crowd pleasing singing of “Piano Man”
forever etched throughout its hallowed
corridors.

Upon our arrival to the “Garden” for
this evening, a crowd of a few thousand
were already lined up—some to see the
NBA'’s New York Knicks, while others were
anticipating TobyMac, Colton Dixon, Britt
Nicole, and Hollyn for the ***THIS IS NOT
A TEST*** Tour, and a triumphant night of
worship.

Just a few hours removed from the attacks
on Paris, France, the city was noticeably
on edge. As believers, we understand that
biblically, where ever two or three are
gathered—He is also there (Matthew 18:20),
as the close-to-capacity Garden Theater
stood in solidarity and praise. That New York
feeling of, “We’ve been through this before,”
seemed to fill the air this night, as thoughts
and prayers were offered throughout the
evening.

Hollyn jolted us with her fierce energy and
voice, as she opened up the night. Her brief
set would only serve as an introduction, as
she became a frequent collaborator with
TobyMac throughout his set later into the
concert.

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



Following Hollyn, was former American
Idol finalist, Colton Dixon. Keeping
the energy going, Dixon masterfully
orchestrated behind his grand piano—
displaying his versatility as the raucous
rocker and the delicate balladeer—as his
powerful voice filled the room.

Highlighting Dixon’s performance was his
immaculate stage production. The lighting
design was particularly on point, as color
contrasts and movements changed perfectly,
capturing the mood of the songs and brining
the environment to life.

His most memorable performance came
during the final song, “In and Out of Time,”
as he leaped onto the piano and jumped
around while the band ripped through their
instruments.

Britt Nicole took the stage next, and kept
us on our feet with her brand of high-octane
dance/pop performances. Speaking of dance,
the girl has game, but to our surprise, Nicole
showed off an equally impressive flow on the
mic as she busted out Lecrae’s rap verse on
the song “Ready Or Not.”

Always a crowd-pleasing move, Nicole
became one of us by immersing herself into
the audience. Exiting stage left while still
performing, she hugged, high fived, and took
selfies with willing participants (we noticed
no objections). Nicole then led a special
prayer for Paris, and closed the set with her
new song “Be The Change.”

We experienced a low hum in the
atmosphere, as those gathered in the
Theatre anticipated the final act. Among the
many reasons for TobyMac’s longevity is a
reputation for putting on one of the most
entertaining and inspiring performances in
the business. This show would not disappoint,
as McKeehan would soon begin the first of
his twenty songs performed alongside his
DiverseCity Band.
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The set mostly featured cuts from his latest
album, ***THIS IS NOT A TEST***, with the
first performance being “Til The Day | Die.”
TobyMac literally pulls back the curtain as
he and the band show up as silhouettes on a
screen before popping out into real life.

Skipping ahead to “Unstoppable,” D) Maj
selected some tasty old school break-beats
for McKeehan to rap on throughout the song.
This was a crucial part of the experience, as
the “former” emcee dusted off his rap mic
and proved it’s an innate skill set.

On “Back Seat Driver,” Hollyn fulfilled
her role as she had on the ***THIS IS NOT
A TEST*** recording, but in a twist, she,
McKeehan, and hype man GabeReal
collaborated on stage in place of McKeehan’s
son, TRU (Truett McKeehan, who is featured
on the album).

“Made To Love” showcased the versatility,
as three of the members traded in their
principal instruments for horns. McKeehan
jetted down the ramp, which led to center
stage, and engaged the audience as worship
ensued. The horns were prominently
featured, and added another dimension to
the unique timbre of the night.

The horn section continued, as Hollyn
joined them on “Funky Jesus Music,” as the
already amped-up crowd embraced the
swing, soul and funk of this performance.

If we were compiling an official list, “Eye On
It” would be in contention for “Performance
Of The Night.” The energy seemed upgraded,
as McKeehan sang his vocals with the
ferocity of a rock ‘n roll front man. Backup
singer Nirva sang as if she were on top
of a mountain, and two of the DiverseCity
band members once again jumped off their
instruments—this time wielding marching
band drums. On top of all of this, the song
led into a sequenced gang dance number.

As it has become a staple in most big
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touring shows, the ***THIS IS NOT A TEST***
Tour also included a more acoustic, stripped-
down set. In this movement, songs “Steal My
Show,” the old school “Catchafire (Whoopsi
Daisy),” and “Hey Now” were featured. A
sincere moment of intimate worship occurred
during the almost quiet-like performance of
“Lose My Soul.”

Hitting the Garden Theatre with a healthy
dose of nostalgia, the lights dimmed and a
video tribute to McKeehan’s father proceeded.
This was a touching segue into the single
“Love Feels Like,” which features former DC
Talk band mates Michael Tait (now fronting
Newsboys), and Kevin Max Smith.

The stage faded to black, with the
exception of subtle red and blue floor
lighting, as a video screen revealed a
recorded Tait and Smith to either side.

The portrayal emulated a DC Talk show,
the likes of which Christian concert fans
haven’t experienced for the better part of
fifteen years—it was a magical moment. It
was apparent that it also had an affect on
McKeehan, as he dramatically collapsed to
both knees, following the most heart-felt
performance of the night.

In addition to Hollyn’s reappearances
throughout the night, Dixon and Britt
Nicole joined McKeehan both vocally
and instrumentally on performances of
“Undeniable,” and “Lights Shine Bright.” For
the concert’s finale, the entire crew—Hollyn,
Dixon, Nicole, TobyMac and DiverseCity—
shared the stage on “Feel It,” complete with a
confetti celebration.

House lights “up,” show complete. ***THIS
IS NOT A TEST*** proves that TobyMac
continues to improve his game, while never
compromising the heart of what he feels
called to do. Of the many takeaways from this
memorable night, was the sense of genuine
unity among the body in worshipping the
Lord. Not to be lost or forgotten, are the
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thoughts and prayers for the people halfway
across the world simply attempting to

enjoy the same kind-of evening—a night
out among friends and community, while
enjoying good, live music. cem

Full Set List: Til the Day | Die / This Is
Not A Test / Unstoppable / Back Seat
Driver / Beyond Me / Made To Love /
Speak Life / Funky Jesus Music / Eye
On It / Steal My Show / Catchafire
(Whoopsie Daisy) / Hey Now / Lose
My Soul / Move (Keep Walkin’) / D)
Maj Interlude / Love Feels Like /
Undeniable / Me Without You / Light’s
Shine Bright / Tonight / Feel It
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Designed specifically for toddlers, Little
Words Matter line launches with five books
and focuses on teaching Biblical truths, and
stories to little ones. Each book is simply
illustrated—appealing to an age group who
learns visually. The books contain a limited
word count—perfect for short attention spans
and growing vocabulary, and they are the
perfect way to begin teaching simple biblical
truths. Little Words Matter books are also
durable and can handle a lot of toddler wear
and tear.

In Jesus, children will be introduced to His
story from birth to resurrection. In Noah's
Ark, children will learn about the story of
Noah and God’s plan for him and his family.
These stories were written and designed to
help a child memorize and repeat back the
key elements in the story.

The next two books are the sound books, Jesus Loves Me and The Whole World In His Hands.
With six sound buttons and an on/off switch, these sound books will remind little ones of just
how much they are loved by the Lord. Each book contains a familiar poem or song, with buttons
that read the book to the children, page by page.

Little Words Matter Bible Storybook, the fifth book, contains 19 total stories from creation to the
resurrection. This storybook has 38 pages of full color Bible stories, created and written with
both integrity to the Biblical truth and simplicity for pre-school understanding.

B&H Kids will be conducting a major blog outreach to 500+ of our top B&H bloggers. B&H
Kids will sponsor an online contest for moms of toddlers to show what words their toddlers are
learning using the #littlewordsmatter.

HTTP://WWW.BHPUBLISHINGGROUP.COM/
?S=LITTLE+WORDS+MATTER
&SUBMIT=G0
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NEW FROM B&H KIDS!

Available wherever books are soldl

It only takes a few words to tell a big
stary! Crafted especially for toddlers,
these baoks make biblical truths easily
understandable and enjoyable for your
little ones — and for you, too!
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60 Believe principles in a vibrant storybook Bible.

Your kids knows the story of the Bible,
but do they know what it means? Join
bestselling author and pastor Randy
Frazee as he teaches children and teens
how to think, act and be more like Jesus,
through 30 Old Testament and 30 New
Testament stories that highlight biblical
truths, and answer big questions about
God. The Believe Coloring Book gives
even the youngest child a way to interact
with the stories and lessons the rest of
their family is following in the church-
wide Believe campaign. With bold

black line images for 60 Old and New
Testament stories, this coloring book lets
children have fun coloring the pages that
encourage them to THINK, ACT, and BE
like Jesus.

The Believe Storybook shows children the
Each story from the Bible showcases the

themes, combined with captivating and dramatic illustrations by Steve Adams, children and

adults alike will be inspired to become more like t
to be.

heir savior and the person they were meant

The Believe Kids’ Edition (for children 8-12) and Believe: Student Edition (for teens) takes
youth on the journey through Believe, written just for them. They’ll learn what the Bible
has to say about everything from the nature of God and the identity of Jesus, to prayer,
worship, and the fruit of the Spirit. Each big category is divided into ten topics to give an
up-close look at the important things God wants them to know.
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Your Kids Know the Story of the Bible.

Old Testament and 30 New Testament
stories that highlight biblical truths and
answer big questions about God, kids
of all ages will learn what it means to
become more like their Lord in every way.

The Believe Student and Children’s Curriculum helps you teach
30 big ideas found in Scripture, and contains 30 complete lessons
each for twos, preschool, early elementary, and later elementary.
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Built on the NIV and based on the latest in Biblical

scholarship, the new NIV Zondervan Study Bible

is full of robust new study features that work

together to unpack God’s story in a fresh, powerful,
NIV life-changing way.

. 20
/‘S) NDE l 1! \ « Dig more deeply into God’s Word with all-new
STUDY BIBL. E verse-by-verse study notes, book and section
introductions, and many other comprehensive

study features.

e Enrich your study with hundreds of full-color
photos, more than 90 maps, and over 70 charts.

e Explore a library of 28 relevant and theologically
rich articles that track the development of the
themes of Scripture. Article contributors include

D.A. Carson, Tim Keller, Kevin DeYoung and many
other trusted evangelical scholars.

“This NIV Zondervan Study Bible is a tremendous tool for informed Bible reading and study. The notes
are written by the best assembly I've seen of faithful, international scholars. I highly recommend this
publication.”

Tim Keller,
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

“The N1V Zondervan Study Bible is a tremendous resource for both pastors and congregations. In this Study
Bible, readers will find a library of resources available at their fingertips from the world’s best and most
committed Evangelical scholars. The contributors to this volume have done the church a remarkable service.
Let the NIV Zondervan Study Bible equip you for more faithful theological thinking and doctrinal integrity.”

R. Albert Mohler, Jr.
President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

For more information about the new NIViZondervan Study Bible, visit UnpackingGodsStory.com

UNPACKINGGODSSTORY.COM
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THE ALL-NEW NIV ZONDERVAN STUDY BIBLE

Book by Book

Over 60 Bible scholars led by
Dr. D. A. Carson, GENERAL EDITOR

STAOARD
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“The contributors to this volume
have done the church a remarkable
service. Let the NIV Zondervan
Study Bible equip you for more
faithful theological thinking and
doctrinal integrity.”

- R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR.

PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

ANdHANOYZ

“This NIV Zondervan Study
Bible is a tremendous tool for
informed Bible reading and
study. The notes are written
by the best assembly I've
seen of faithful, international
scholars. | highly recommend
this publication.”

-TIM KELLER

REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, i
NEW YORK CITY ::

The first-ever study Bible infused through and through with a biblical theology approach!

UNPACKINGGODSSTORY.COM
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GENERAL EDITOR
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PRISCILLA SHIRER

You have an enemy ... and he’s dead set on destroying
all you hold dear and keeping you from experiencing
abundant life in Christ. What’s more, his approach to
disrupting your life and discrediting your faith isn’t
general or generic, not a one-size-fits-all. It’s specific.
Personalized. Targeted.

So this book is your chance to strike back. With
prayer. With a weapon that really works. Each
chapter will guide you in crafting prayer strategies
that hit the enemy where it hurts, letting him know
you're on to him and that you won’t back down.
Because with every new strategy you build, you're
turning the fiercest battles of life into precise strikes
against him and his handiwork, each one infused
with the power of God’s Spirit.

New York Times bestselling author Priscilla Shirer,
widely known for her international speaking,
teaching, and writing ministries, brings her new
role from the 2015 film War Room into the real lives
of today’s women, addressing the topics that affect
them most: renewing their passion, refocusing

their identity, negotiating family strife, dealing with relentless regrets, navigating impossible

schedules, succeeding against temptation, weathering their worst fears, uprooting bitterness,
and more. Each chapter exposes the enemy’s cruel, crafty intentions in all kinds of these areas,
then equips and encourages you to write out your own personalized prayer strategies on tear-
out sheets you can post and pray over yourself and your loved ones on a regular basis.

Fervent is a hands-on, knees-down, don’t-give-up action guide to practical, purposeful praying.
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FERVENT
A Woman'’s Battle Plan for Serious, Specific,
and Strategic Prayer

3
i

33

i by Priscilla Shirer
ITI](EW Inspired by the Kendrick Brothers’ new movie,
rom. War Room, Fervent is a hands-on, knees-
PRISCILLA down, don’t-give-up action guide to practical,
SHIRER purposeful praying.

THE BATTLE PLAN FOR PRAYER

ﬁ From Basic Training to Targeted Strategies
FIGHT YOUR by War Room Creators
BATTLES T Alex Kendrick and Stephen Kendrick

the right way—

THROUGH PRAYER Inspired by the Kendrick Brothers’ new movie,

War Room, this exciting new resource from the

#1 best-selling author téam behind The Love Dare
and The Resolution for Men is designed to help
anyone learn how to become a powerful person
of prayer.

PETER’S PERFECT PRAYER PLACE
by War Room Creators Alex Kendrick
and Stephen Kendrick

This companion book to the movie War Room

will teach young readers an important lesson

falking to God — that He hears us no matter

2 pray! And the fold-out prayer chart and
the back of the book will let them track

their prayers as well as God’s answers!

Equip your family with the resources they need
to build their very own prayer strategy. Additional books, Bible studies,
Q) prayer journals and more are available.

ery WORD patters” =
BEHPLE)IYS\{;ngDG’\ﬁlp com Visit WWW.WARROOMMOVIERESOURCES.COM
for more information.
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BETH MOORE
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“Confidence in prayer changes everything:
the tone of our voice, our words of choice,
our posture, our passion, our presence
of joy. We turn our faces heavenward as
true believers in what we're asking, not
just apologetic beggars panhandling
a cautious God with tight pockets. We
approach Him full of unshakable faith
that we are going to get the audacious
love we request because it is God’s
supreme desire for man. And woman. We
take this request to His throne with no
back up plan if He doesn’t come through.
No bracing ourselves for disappointment.
We get to ask for it with flamboyant
expectation because our receiving it is
as sure as our requesting it. This gift of
confidence means that, with the first
breath, we get to ask Him—and, with the
second breath, we get to thank Him. Start
it from the very beginning. Be outrageous
in your thanksgiving. You can even break
out in a little tap dance over it if that’s
your kind of thing. Or, if you're a runner,
go run wildly in the wind with incarnate
gratitude. For the love of God, do
something. Show Him some enthusiasm.
He'll love it.”

— Beth Moore, Audacious

wWww.BHPUBLISHINGGROUP.COM/
AuDACIOUS
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“If | got to sit across from a woman of any age and sa
just one thing, I'd want to say this.” ’
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the complete resource

for studying God’s Word.

NK]V Study Bibles sold to date:
More than 1.3 million

The New King James Version®—
More than 60 million copies sold

WA

The NK]JV Study Bible, the most comprehensive
study Bible available, now in a full-color edition
with added features! The acclaimed NK]JV Study
Bible is the most complete study system for all
who desire accurate study in God’s Word. The
Second Edition includes more features to make
it the best all-purpose study Bible. Using the
trusted New King James Version, The NKJV Study
Bible has “the mind of a scholar and the heart of
a pastor.” Nelson’s skilled team of scholars has
produced the system to reach for when study in
God’s Word is the goal.

Features include:
NEW attractive new full-color page design
NEW stunning Bible-land photos and
graphics
NEW in-text maps and charts
Full cross-references with textual notes
Word studies and indexes
Bible Times and Culture Notes
Book introductions, outlines, and timelines
Reader-friendly notes and articles ideal for
extended study
Deluxe NK]JV Concordance including
proper names

Part of the Signature Series line
of Thomas Nelson Bibles

THOMASNELSON.COM
THENK]JVBIBLE.cOM

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



http://www.thomasnelson.com/bibles
http://thenkjvbible.com/

“ " i i ,_‘:Q‘L;-
journey to life S

THE NKJV STUDY BIBLE, the most
comprehensive study Bible available, is
now offered ina FULL-COLOR EDITION
equipping you to discover scripture in a
new way with ADDED FEATURES!

NEW FEATURES INCLUDE
Attractive Full-Color Page Design

e Stunning Bible-land Photos and Graphics
Over 15,000 clear, readable,

il p&TE
eReader'“ verse-by-verse study notes
version X . . . .
= == LI Book introductions, outlines, and timelines

Visit ThomasNelson.com
for 30% off through
December 31t

o facebook.com/nelsonbibles

NEW KING JAMES THoMAS NELSON
VERSION >


http://downloads.thomasnelson.com/nkjvfullcolor
https://www.facebook.com/NelsonBooks/
http://www.thomasnelson.com
http://www.thomasnelson.com

church @ source’

hand-picked, trusted resources for you and your ministry

from Zondervan, Thomas Nelson, and Biblica

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT? SHARE THE GOOD NEWS THIS CHRISTMAS!

ChurchSource has one of the largest selections of Christian books, Bibles, devotionals, and

study resources from the world’s most trusted authors. Visit our online store today or let us
mail you a catalog. Whichever way you prefer to shop, ChurchSource has a team of Ministry
Resource Specialists ready to help you find exactly what you're looking for. That perfect gift
for that special pastor, friend, neighbor or family member is just a click or a phone call away.

Shop ChurchSource Today For:
NIV and NK]JV Bibles priced for every budget.
Outreach Bibles
Video Bible studies and discussion guides
Children’s books and storybook Bibles
Study Bibles for adults, teens, and children
Daily devotionals

WWW.CHURCHSOURCE.COM
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church @ source”

hand-picked, trusted resources for you and your ministry from Zondervan, Thomas Nelson, and Biblica

GIVE A GIFT WITH MEANING

this Christmas and share the message of

GOD’S GREAT LOVE

o | — = M

IV
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Jesus
Galling

With hundreds of Bibles, books, and devotionals to choose from,
you’ll find what you’re looking for at ChurchSource.com.

Need help with your order, give us a call at 800-727-34.80.



http://www.churchsource.com/?utm_source=3rdpartybannerad&utm_medium=email&utm_term=20151102&utm_content=salemccm_churchsource&utm_campaign=cs-cs20151102_salemccm_churchsource

NEW KING JAMES
VERSION

THOMAS NELSON

KJV

KING JAMES
VERSION

WA

Thomas Nelson is meeting the needs of
people with content that promotes biblical
principles and honors Jesus Christ. Thomas
Nelson humbly began as a Bible publisher
more than 200 years ago and remains as

on of the top Christian publishers in the
world. This season give a gift of meaning by
providing a Bible translation that is easy to
use and understand.

The most faithful edition of the original
King James text. A steadfast translation,
preserving the prestige & splendor of the
Bible. Thomas Nelson’s King James Version
is continuing a 400 year legacy, of the truth
that transcends generations.

The New King James Version maintains the
poetry, beauty, and accuracy of the original
KJV along with the clarity needed to help
today’s modern reader understand God’s
holy word.

THOMASNELSON.COM
THENK]JVBIBLE.cOM
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE INSPIRED® BOOKS THIS CHRISTMAS!

Does the reader on your Christmas list love traditional, heartfelt romances, suspenseful
romances of danger and faith or historically rich stories that transport you to another time?
Well, Love Inspired® books has it all!

Love Inspired® books offer wholesome, faith-based entertainment for women that nourishes
the soul as it affirms the values of devotion, hope and love. A collection of Love Inspired®
books is sure to excite the avid reader on your list plus these novels are the also the perfect
stocking stuffer size!

AN AMISH NOEL by USA TODAY bestselling author Patricia Davids

Emma Swartzentruber has been content keeping house for her widowed
father—until he announces she must marry. When former love Luke Bowman
is hired to revitalize her family business for the holidays, could it be her
chance at happily-ever-after?

Six new Love Inspired® titles are available each month!

DEADLY CHRISTMAS SECRETS by Shirlee McCoy

When new evidence surfaces that Harper Shelby’s niece is alive, Harper
doesn’t expect it to endanger her life. But Logan Fitzgerald is there to save the
day and help her uncover the truth.

Six new Love Inspired® Suspense titles are available each month!

A HOME FOR CHRISTMAS by Linda Ford

Cowboy Wade Snyder is determined to find his orphaned niece and nephew
aloving adoptive home. But soon temporary nanny Missy Porter and the
children make him wonder if his wounded heart can find healing with this
ready-made family.

Four new Love Inspired® Historical titles are available each month!
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The Final Chapter From Billy Graham

While his earthly vision dims, the glory of
heaven is illuminated as Billy Graham, the

beloved evangelist, shares from his past, and

( :R A_ I I A_ M his present, the reality of eternity.

As our nation and world travail in the midst of
political, economic, and cultural uncertainties,
we can find comfort in the hope that comes
from the unchanging truth of God’s Word.
Whether talking with a US president, a world
leader, or his next door neighbor or being
interviewed on network television, Billy
Graham has always begun his answers with
“The Bible says...”

In Where I Am, Mr. Graham shares what the
Bible has to say about eternity from all of its
sixty-six books; messages of truth, warning,
love, and the certainty of the future, all
gleaned by a man who would like to be
remembered solely as a preacher of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

Each short chapter examines the reality that

each of us chooses where to spend life after
death: Heaven or Hell. From the Old Testament writer who composed “Show me Your ways, O
Lord” (Psalm 25:4) to the New Testament writer who penned the words of Jesus, “Whoever
believes in [Me] should not perish” (John 3:16), there is hope for anyone who puts his or her faith
and trust in the One who gives us the promise, “Where I am, there you may be also” (14:3).

Available wherever books, ebooks, and audio-books are sold.
Also Available in Spanish
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In Where | Am,

MR. GRAHAM reminds us

what the Bible has to say

about eternity from

all of its 66 books;

messages of truth, warning, love,
and the certainty of the future,
all gleaned by a man who

would like to be remembered
solely as a preacher of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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i God’s Good News Bible Storybook—Hardcover
God’s God’s Good News Bible Storybook is a collection of over 60 favorite Bible
Good News . . . . X
»s7o8 stories and will be a timeless classic for parents and grandparents to give a new
generation of children the Good News; to show them the way to the cross; and
to help them begin a lifetime of following Christ.

A Very Merry Christmas Prayer—Die-Cut Board Book
Join the adorable woodland animals as they celebrate
Christmas! The pages of this book will walk you through beloved holiday
traditions and memory-making opportunities. From twinkling lights and
sparkly snowflakes to ice-skating and decorating trees, this book will
make readers more thankful for Christmas, and most important, Jesus.

Frost Bible

Children will love this beautiful ‘Frost’ design on their very own
International Children’s Bible®! The cover is a sparkling blue hardcover
frosted with holographic foil and beautiful frosty design elements. Inside
are 24 pages of full-color Bible study helps that encourages children to
grow in God’s shimmering light!

God Bless Our Christmas—Padded Board Book (jod Bless
This sweet rhyming s.tory will h.elp your l_ittle ones ’OHRISZ{{MAS
. focus on all the blessings of Christmas with family,
including decorating cookies and trees, singing favorite carols, giving gifts,
and celebrating Jesus!

LU R Jesus Calling® Bible Storybook Deluxe Edition—
Jesus Calling Hardcover, audio CDs
Jesus Calling® Bible Storybook Deluxe Edition is now available in a gift box
with hardcover book and with three narrated audio CDs. This bestselling
book includes devotions written to help kids understand that Jesus loves them

s0, so much.

Internat\onal @ I :SO
Children’s Bible®
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Give the gift of Jesus this
Christmas with books

& Bibles that nurture the
faith of children while
pointing them to a

relationship with God. N Code valid 11/27/15-12/24/15

<G00 Available now at store.faithgateway.com/kidschristmas
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The Jeremiah Study Bible - Large Print Edition

NEW AND LIFE-CHANGING . ..

LARGE PRINT
WHAT IT SAYS. —EDITION-

WHAT IT MEANS.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU

THE

JEREMITAH
SRR @ I

NKJV

NEW KING JAMES VERSION®

DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

WA

The best-selling Jeremiah Study Bible is now
available in large print! The Jeremiah Study
Bible presents the best of biblical insight
along with clear, practical application to
bring about authentic transformation in
anyone’s life.

Drawn from over 40 years of teaching
from Pastor David Jeremiah, this deeply
personal and comprehensive study Bible is
packed with features specifically focused
on helping you discover what Scripture
says, what Scripture means and, most
importantly, what Scripture means

for you.

Includes:
e Teacher’s Topical Index
¢ Hundreds of Sidebars
¢ Concordance and full color maps
e Smartphone and web links
and additional online material

Available in jacketed hardcover
and black LeatherLuxe.

JEREMIAHSTUDYBIBLE.COM
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NEW AND LIFE-CHANGING . . .
LARGE PRINT
—EDITION—
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THE BEST-SELLING
STUDY BIBLE FROM
DR. DAVID JEREMIAH
IS NOW AVAILABLE
IN LARGE PRINT!
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SURRENDER

KIRK FRANKLIN

LOSING MY RELIGION

KIRK FRANKLIN
Losing My Religion
(RCA)

Kirk Franklin states his thesis for his
new album from the outset: “I'm losing
my religion, thank God / Helping you
lose yours is my job.” Losing My Religion
is every bit the spirited, charismatic and
powerful album you'd expect (and hope
for) from the seven-time GRAMMY win-
ner. It’s also not the manifesto you might
expect with such a title (nor is it related
to R.E.M.).

If Franklin seems to undermine
religion in some way, it's not with
scathing missives or cultural critique.
Instead, the songs are largely focused
on the redemptive and unifying power
of God’s love on multiple levels, whether
the approach is narrative (“True Story”)
or thematic (“Over,” “Miracles”). It's a
strategic approach on Franklin’s part to
put forward a true story (“here’s who
God really is”) in the hopes that a false
one fades (“this is how you might have
heard God presented”).

—Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “No Sleep Tonight”



SURRENDER

KUTLESS

Surrender (BEC Recordings)

FOR FANS OF: Seventh Day Slumber, Sanctus Real
oAl

Nine album in, Kutless would likely stand in
the Christian rock pantheon, were someone to
create such a structure. Chart-topping singles, a
gold album and numerous national tours make
any Kutless release worth checking out, and
the band stays true to form on Surrender, their
latest modern rock release.

“Tear It Up” opens the album with a stadium-
ready anthem, while “Bring It On” settles in
with a solid pop radio single. Both songs should
serve radio well. The band’s version of “One
Thing Remains” brings a worshipful refrain to
a mix that’s already steeped in core biblical
truths. “My Heart is a Ghost” ends the album
with the most interesting tune, with a slight
Alice In Chains leaning (“Would?”) that hints at
what a darker turn by the band could sound like
in the future.

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “My Heart is a Ghost”
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A LIVE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE
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CASTING CROWNS

A Live Worship Experience (BEC Recordings)
FOR FANS OF: Mercy Me, Third Day

Fokok o

From the outset, Casting Crowns have been
firmly rooted in the life of the faith community.
It makes sense, then, for them to return to
Eagle’s Landing First Baptist Church, the
band’s home church, for their fifth live album,
A Live Worship Experience.

“At Calvary” kicks off the album as a recent
entrant from Casting Crowns’ Glorious Day
release. “A Good Good Father,” “Here’s My
Heart” and “No Not One” are just a few of the
popular worship songs found thereafter. “The
Well” and “Thrive” are among the notable
originals found, and front man Mark Hall
reflects on the biblical background of the track
“Jesus, Friend of Sinners.” Taken together, it’s a
well-packaged set that will animate the faith of
the listener.

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “A Good Good Father”
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TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA
Letters From The Labyrinth

(Lava Records/Republic Records)
FOR FANS OF: Stryper, Dream Theater
ook

Progressive rockers Trans-Siberian Orchestra
may be best known for staging some of the
most gargantuan Christmas tours of all time,
but the spiritually-minded group’s non-seasonal
catalogue is steadily expanding. Letters From The
Labyrinth marks the group’s first LP since 2009’s
Night Castle and the Paul O’Neill-led cast doesn’t
disappoint on its first ever album not to revolve
around a completed story. With melodic vocals,
crunching guitars and towering crescendos, the
troupe chronicles everything from the fall of the
Berlin Wall (“Prometheus”), calling out the world'’s
banking controversies (“Not Dead Yet”) and
urging for anti-bullying (“Not The Same”). Indeed,
it'’s a tall order to educate, enlighten and entertain
all at the same time, but TSO effortlessly passes
the test, and in the process, turns in one of its
most ambitious and gratifying works to date.
-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “Time & Distance (The Dance)”

MUTEMATH

Vitals (Wojtek Records)

FOR FANS OF: CHVRCHES, Miike Snow,
Fokokokole

It's not like they needed to make a more heavily
electronic-infused album to “play along” with
a host of emerging 80s-like synth-pop bands
and established acts influenced by the same
upgraded retrospective, as Mutemath has
long been lauded for merging cutting edge
musical precision while nodding to classic style.
With Vitals, it seems like they're just playing
with us (we imagined a few Paul Meaney
mic-drops during these recording sessions).
The band that calls New Orleans home
seems to have perfected their unique blend
of keytar and synth-bass in your-faceness,
slapping you there like that pot of jambalaya
from Mardi Gras ‘89. Meaney’s melody lines
are traditional Mutemath, however we enjoy
hearing him stretch a little further this time
around, especially on the disco’esque “Best Of
Intentions.”

—Kevin Sparkman

WE LIKE: “Stratosphere”

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



PHILLIP LARUE

You (Razor & Tie)

FOR FANS OF:

Matthew Perryman Jones,
Emerson Hart

Yokokokyx

Phillip LaRue is a man spread
thin. The popular Nashville
songwriter is often busy co-
writing for artists of all genres
in Music City, that is, when he’s
not busy with any of his three
bands. But the time invested
to record his first solo album
in six years, You, was well
worth it, with a solid pop set
that sets the mood and draws
you in with shades of Matthew
Perryman Jones, David Gray
and Emerson Hart.

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “Memories”

ALACHE

The Chronicles of the Mrs.
(MADE, Inc./Elevate
Entertainment)

FOR FANS OF: Michelle Williams,
Rachael Lampa, Monica
Yokokokolc

Nigerian dance/pop/R&B
diva Alaché returns after five
years armed with an arsenal
of stories stemming from her
new life as a wife and mother.
Her growth as a person and
an artist are both instantly
apparent on this cutting edge
collection, filled with some
pretty sick beats courtesy of
Dave “DaveyBoy” Lindsey
(Monica, Traci Braxton) and
the UK’s Eminik (who remixed
One Direction), plus a joyful
glimpse into her spiritually
grounded soul.

-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “Awaken Me”
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MARK LOWRY

How We Love

(Spring Hill Music Group)
FOR FANS OF: Gaither Vocal

Band, Guy Penrod, The Martins
ook’

Only someone the caliber of
Gospel Music Hall of Famer
Mark Lowry could cover the
likes of country queen Loretta
Lynn and “Happy” hip-hopper
Pharrell Williams on the
same album and actually
sound cohesive. That's because
the master song stylist

puts his signature southern
gospel/bluegrass/traditional
pop stamp on both of the
above, alongside several less
familiar but equally engaging
selections that are just as
abundant on harmonies
(thanks to guest spots by

The Martins, amongst others)
as they are on hope.

-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “How We Love”
(with The Martins)
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