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FROM THE EDITOR

Have faith! | It has been almost three days since the cowardly, and
senseless acts of war in Paris that claimed the lives of 129 (currently

confirmed) and left more than 350 innocent wounded, and I'm still
stunned. I'm awestruck by hatred, and the reckless abandon by
which it was thrown about by radical Islamic terrorists, in France
that night.

Considering the source, | shouldn’t be surprised at the response

published by satirical, and self-proclaimed atheist French publication
Charlie Hebdo, in their statement: Friends from the whole world, thank
you for #PrayForParis, but we don’t need more religion. Our faith goes to

music! Kisses! Lifel Champagne and Joy! #ParislsAboutLife.

Not surprised, but still in shock.

In times like these, maybe it’s easier, or more convenient, to put
one’s faith into things such as music, affection, food and drink...
tangible items that make us feel good. In of themselves, those
things aren’t necessarily wrong, and I'd be willing to bet that Paris
offers the best in some of those items specifically. But personally, |

think the sentiment is a cop out, cowardice. Additionally | would ask,
“When the music stops playing, and when the wine runs out—where

is your faith, then?”

We recently got to spend some time with Natalie Grant, as she
will be featured on the cover of our December 1, 2015 edition of
CCM Magazine. She mentioned that 1 Peter 5:10 is just one verse of
scripture she has held tightly to in her life—verses 8-10 (ESV): Be
sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like
aroaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

Friends, don't give up the faith. No one, including the God-
breathed Word itself, said that following Christ is going to be a
cupcake party. There will be suffering, but God has promised us

restoration, confirmation, strength—and will establish His order out

of our chaos. Have faith!
#PrayForParis

Blessings,

<§L—
' Kevin Sparkman

Editor, CCM Magazine
KSparg@CCMMagazine.com
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OUT & ABOUT

COMPILED BY ANDY ARGYRAKIS

& Holy wow! Matt Maher appeared
on the same stage as Aretha Franklin,
Andrea Bocelli, The Fray, comedian Jim
Gaffigan, actor Jim Caviezel, and yes, Pope
Francis, when he performed for the masses
during the Festival of Families in Philadelphia.
Maher took a break in the VIP room to talk
with his wife Kristin and Jim Caviezel, along
with Gaffigan.




Provident artists Jon Guerra, Jason
Crabb and Tim Timmons, along with Made
To Thrive’s new artist Hannah Kerr, enjoy
some communal van time in between
sessions during the Christian Music
Broadcasters Conference at Disney World.

n Anytime Stevie Wonder hits the road,
it's a happening, but considering he’s
currently playing the game-changing “Songs
In The Key Of Life” album in its entirety, it’s
nothing short of must see show. “Love’s In
Need Of Love Today” and “Have A Talk With
God” were our top picks at the Chicago
performance of the 1976 masterpiece that’s
influenced practically everyone in soul, funk,
pop, gospel and rock yet still sounds ahead
of its time. (Photo by Andy Argyrakis)




CBS Evening News visits
Muscle Shoals for a chat with
FAME Studios founder Rick
Hall about his new
autobiography, The Man
From Muscle Shoals
(Heritage Builders
Publishing), which chronicles
his production of such
legendary artists as Aretha
Franklin, Wilson Pickett,
Etta James, Candi Staton,
Alabama, Tom Jones, The
Osmonds, Clarence Carter,
Wayne Newton and
countless others.

n Mark Strassmann from
CBS interviews gospel and
soul great Candi Staton
inside FAME Studios about
what it was like to record at
the historic venue in the
midst of the Civil Rights
Movement.
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P.O.D. LEAD SINGER SONNY SANDOVAL
DISCUSSES THE BAND’S LATEST ALBUM, THEIR
ONGOING STRUGGLE TO PROVE THEIR FAITH IN
THE FACE OF CONTROVERSY, AND REVEALS THE
TRUE COST OF LIFE ON THE ROAD.

BY LENA ZIEGLER

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



It’

not every day that dreadlocks, tattoos,

and alternative rap-metal become the face
of Christian music. But in the early 2000s
P.0.D. did just that, topping the charts of
both Christian and mainstream radio with
their highly publicized third studio release,
The Fundamentals Of Southtown, which

was certified Platinum in 2000, followed by
Satellite, certified Triple-Platinum in 2002.
With electrifying singles “Alive” and “Youth Of
The Nation,” P.0.D. was bringing inspirational
music to the masses and redefining the
image of what it means to be a Christian in
popular culture. But with incredible success
came a tremendous battle—an ongoing
struggle to appeal both to the fans spiritually
moved by their music and those simply
hooked by their hard sound and raw talent.

With remarkable honesty, P.O.D. lead singer
Sonny Sandoval opened up to CCM Magazine,
sharing the band’s exhausting career-long
crusade to prove their faith to the Christian
community while staying true to themselves,
the emotional journey toward redemption
illustrated on their new album, and the true
cost of pushing forward with God’s message,
even when their hearts are calling them
someplace else.

“We've been touring for a long time and
the older you get, being married with kids,
you know, that’s the hardest part for me,
missing home a lot,” Sandoval said, with
a surprising frankness. “We've been doing
this for so long, | feel like I'm just waiting,
just praying and asking God, when'’s it over?
| don’t mean that in a bad way, but | just
get tired and my heart is at home. But | feel
that there is still a need and people are still
listening, so it’s not over until it's over.”

But with over twelve million records sold,
three GRAMMY nominations, and ongoing

crossover success, after twenty-three years
of making music, personal sacrifices, and
industry controversy, P.0.D. has not slowed
down. Released on August 21, 2015 their
ninth studio album, The Awakening, is one
of their most ambitious to date—a concept
album following the journey of a lost soul in
search of salvation.

“We wrote this record for our fan base,”
Sandoval explained. “All these new kids and
new music, they kind-of pick apart your art
like a buffet, with iTunes, buying only one
song. Obviously you want to sell your records
and hope that you gain new fans, but this is
for our old school fans that dig a little deeper,
find the messages and really listen to it from
beginning to end. There are so many hidden
things going on. We are not trying to be too
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literal with it. It’s one of those things that we
just hope that maybe two years down the
road someone is like, ‘Dude! | think this is
what they did!"” he added with a laugh.

But despite the album’s subtle and at
times overt leanings toward God, Sandoval
maintains this album is not just for
believers, but for anyone who can identify
with feeling lost.

“It's about this character going through life
and everything, all struggles, all evils, ups
and downs, and you have to make choices
and decisions. This isn't meant to be a
religious record or for Christians only. It's an
art piece and we’re hoping once people dive
in, believing and trusting—because that'’s
how God works—the spirit can speak through
it to those who listen and connect with it. So

it really does have to do with sin, redemption,
forgiveness, love, and it's all tied in there,
P.O.D. style.”

The album'’s first single “This Goes Out
to You,” is like an anthem. Powerful, hard-
hitting, and resonating with the kind of
chorus you sing along to, before realizing
you're doing it. The lyrics speak to an
unnamed subject, a source of inspiration and
respect, as well as a topic of conversation
among fans determined to figure out who is
the ‘you.’

“We want people to listen, think, and have
their own interpretation. It could be about a
loved one, someone they respect—maybe its
God—but that'’s for the listener to decide,”
Sandoval said, amused by our attempt
to solve the mystery. “But believing that



“FOR MY HEART, | WANT TO SEE PEOPLE
GET SAVED. [P.O.D.] MIGHT NOT BE BIBLE
SCHOLARS, BUT WE SURE KNOW HOW TO
SPOT A BROKEN HEART, TO MAKE THEM
SMILE AND SAY ‘HEY, GOD'’S GOT YOU'—
DESPITE OUR OWN DOUBTS AT TIMES.”
-SONNY SANDOVAL




everything we do, that God and the Holy
Spirit are in control, and the music is the
communicator, He is going to communicate
what He wants to communicate. God is
speaking to their hearts because He knows
them. | don’t know them. Know what |
mean? It’s the spirit of God that has intimate
connections to these listeners.”

However, “This Goes Out to You” is not
the only song Sandoval hopes listeners
connect with. With influences of reggae, ska,
and hard rock, the musically diverse album
also hits hard with tracks like “Criminal
Conversations,” “Revolucién,” and “The
Awakening.”

“I definitely think ‘Criminal” has got a
uniqueness to it, and in my heart and in my
mind, | always thought that’s going to be
the most controversial song. | love the way
it came out. There’s just a feel to it, and once
people do find out the real meaning, it’s
deep. It’s really true,” he said. “We’ve been
playing ‘The Awakening,” and it already has
a connection with people without them ever
hearing it before. | believe that’s our new
‘Alive.’ Is it as successful or not? | don’t know.
But when we perform it, | think we all believe
it, | believe we all feel it.”

Despite P.0.D.’s consistent devotion to
their faith, Sandoval was careful as he spoke,
never trading his personal truth for what may
be expected of him as a Christian artist in a
Christian band, but still treading lightly when
explaining why the band struggles with being
labeled as one.

“It was the world that said, ‘Dude, you
guys are Christian, right,’ because we were so
honest, open and vulnerable about our faith,
and at the time even very militant about it...
which we’ve learned to replace with love,” he
laughed. “But never did we ever market my
Jesus to sell records.”

But even after two decades of fierce
commitment to making music with
inspirational messages, Sandoval admitted
that they still feel like outsiders in an

industry where they really don’t fit in,
describing one of the band’s earliest gigs
when they were invited to perform at a
church in a nearby Southern California
neighborhood.

“We finally got asked to play at a Christian
church event, and we were like, ‘Cool, we'll
play wherever you allow us to play!’ It wasn’t
event thirty seconds into the first song, and
they cut us off by claiming it was ‘ungodly’
and ‘not of the Lord,’ recalled Sandoval.
“That was confirmation in our hearts that
we were being accepted into the streets
already—we were playing clubs, opening up
for mainstream bands, playing at bars—and
the moment we were asked to do a Christian
thing, we were shut down for not being
‘Christian enough.”

Hitting an obvious nerve with the subject
of acceptance, it was clear that Sandoval
suffers an open wound not yet healed even
after years of success reaching Christian and
non-Christian fans alike. As he recounted,
it's difficult to describe his somber tone and
demeanor, and when asked how it made him
feel to be judged and ridiculed by fellow
believers, he said with a sigh, “’I'm not gonna
lie...it’s heartbreaking.”

“Heartbreaking” seemed like a soft choice
of words compared to the the deep level of
hurt in Sandoval’s voice, but he continued
to share the impact that these types of
judgments had on him, as well as those
living “alternative” lifestyles has had on his
relationship with God.

“As a man of faith, filled with the spirit,
that’s the thing that has been the biggest
struggle in my walk with God,” he said. “It's
been the bitterness that keeps coming up,
because | keep looking at God’s people. When
my attention is focused on God’s people and
all the wrong things that we do in the name
of ignorance, it frustrates my walk with God.
Because someone who claims to know the
Lord, they can sit here and by the look of you
say, ‘That guy doesn’t know the Lord.” But
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when have they ever sat down and listened to
our hearts? That is something | wrestle with.
But, God sits me down in his lap and speaks
His mind and says, ‘I know son, | know. Just
keep your eyes on me and, what I've called
you to do.”

Though many bands would have caved
under the pressure to be either more
“mainstream” or “more Christian,” Sandoval
stands strong in his belief that they wouldn’t
be where they are today, or have the same
impact on their listeners, if they had changed
who they are just to “fit in.”

“We always said, ‘We were never Christian
enough for Christians, and we were too
Christian for the world.’ The moment you
mention ‘Jesus,’ you're just ‘too Christian.’

So we had to be ten times better than the
bands we played with,” Sandoval explained.
“But we're not changing who we are, we're

just living out our testimony, our faith for
people that dig it, trusting that the message
was getting through. | believe it is still a
testimony that we have the tools to reach the
very people that our churches, pastors, and
our evangelists aren’t reaching.”
With that statement, Sandoval drives home
a great point. By largely fitting outside the
mold of what most people envision when
they think of a “Christian band,” P.O.D. has
been able to play a unique role in the lives
of their fans in producing uncompromised,
powerful music, and spiritually connecting
with individuals outside of the Church’s reach.
“[It’s inevitable that] I'll run into somebody
later this week who will say, ‘Dude | saw you
twenty years ago. | was sitting in this bar
you guys played, and | didn’t give my life to
the Lord that moment, but you guys were
an instrument—you guys had a part in it. All
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because | remember you playing in front of
ten people in this little bar in Chino, twenty
years ago..." That's when you have those ‘a-
ha’ moments, when God says, ‘See, | told you,
| know what I'm doing.”

Sandoval continued, “It’s easier to go to
a youth conference and tell everyone to
say, ‘Jesus!” and you have 20,000 people
screaming, and you believe that’s God
moving—and I'm sure it is. But try being in
front of 20,000 people that are going to hell,
with that different mentality, where your
heart is broken and it is weeping for these
people and you're thinking, 'l don’t want to
overdo it, because | don’t want to preach and
turn them away.’ Because they’ve already
been turned away, and that’s the thing. You

craziest guys in San Diego. But he didn’t
preach to anybody, and just [told everyone],
‘God changed my life, and I'm gonna live it!
And because he lived it, really lived it, God
started to change the people around him. My
mother being one of them.”

Though raised a Catholic, Sandoval
confessed he never had a personal
relationship with God. And as a teenager,
even after his mother was saved, he didn’t
feel the impact of God in his own life until
his mom was diagnosed with leukemia when
he was just eighteen, which brought him to
a standstill.

“I watched her be what Christianity is
supposed to be. | watched her, until her last
breath, be what Jesus was calling her to be.

“TRY BEING IN FRONT OF 20,000 PEOPLE
WHO ARE LIKELY GOING TO HELL-WITH
THAT MINDSET-WHILE YOUR HEART

IS BROKEN FOR THEM AND YOU'RE
THINKING, ‘I DON'T WANT TO OVERDO IT,
BECAUSE | DON'T WANT TO TURN THEM
AWAY BY PREACHING.”

need to know how to speak their language,
because a lot of them have heard the
‘Christian language’ all their lives, yet they
still didn’t have a relationship with God. | got
saved because God met me where | was at.”

A native of Southern California, Sandoval
grew up in a young, migrant family he
described as, “products of the street.” He
witnessed friends and family partying,
selling drugs, and admits he was headed
down the same road until his uncle and
mother were saved.

“Long story short, my uncle gets saved.
A true conversion. He was like, one of the

-SONNY SANDOVAL

And it made me want that, | desired that. |
desired that peace and that love. And so on
the day she died, before she passed away,
in those last moments | asked God into
my heart. | said a prayer, and | had a real
conversation with the Lord, and | believe He
forgave me and saved me right there. And
when | told that to my mom, she was already
kind-of in a coma state, it wasn’t long after
that that she went to meet the Lord.”
Sandoval credited this defining moment of
transformation as the foundation on which
his entire life with Christ has been built, and
the direct cause of his desire to serve the
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Lord, ultimately leading toward his journey
into music.

“Once you start to experience the realness,
you begin to have a burden for people who
don’t know God. And then you're like, ‘We
need to tell them, we need to go out there,’
because you know, this is the truth. Never did
| have the desire to be in a rock band—that
was the furthest thing from my mind. | was
the shyest kid you'd meet!” Sandoval said.
“But when | asked God, when | prayed and
said, ‘God will you use my life? | don’t know
much, | don’t have much, but would you use
my life?” All of a sudden | got asked to be in
this band. And | was like, ‘Okay, that’s not of
God, because | don’t know what I'm doing!’ |
didn’t have the skills, and | wasn’t a musician.
I couldn’t even stand in front of people and
talk!”

But after years of following underground
musicians in the alternative rock scene of
Southern California, hearing them voice
their beliefs, passions, and opinions through
music, Sandoval was inspired to do the same,
using his voice as a channel for God's truth.

“Everyone’s there for something, whether
you're a vegan, a straightedge, a Buddhist—
they are on that stage screaming what they
believe in. And | respect all of those people,
because they stood in front of whoever
would come to their shows and screamed
to their faces what they believed in, and |
thought ‘I can do that!"” he said, with a hearty
laugh. “That | can do! | could tell people God
changed my life—I can do that! And that’s all
the testimony | needed.

“For my heart, | want to see people get
saved,” he continued. “ [P.0.D.] might not be
Bible scholars, but we sure know how to spot
a broken heart and be able to make them
smile and say, ‘Hey, God’s got you.” Despite
even our own doubts sometimes.”

Doubts in anyone’s life can be pervasive.
But for a successful Christian rock band,
touring the country and playing music
is about more than self-promotion. It is

ultimately about spreading God’s message
of love and healing, and for P.0.D., the added
weight of maybe being some individuals only
shot at hearing it.

“That’s the only thing that makes this
worthwhile,” Sandoval said with a sigh,
admitting P.0.D.’s unique role in reaching
people unlikely to be reached otherwise,
is both a burden and a reward evident not
only in his personal life, but in his spiritual
life as well.

“Who doesn’t want to be in the church
seven days a week? | do. | need that. To me,
that's like my medic in the battlefield. | need
to go to church. | need to sit and be with God,
and just be restored. But there is this real life
battle and so, as any spiritual soldier, | get
tired, you know? And so | ask God all of the
time, ‘Is this it?"”

When the conversation fell back to his
family, his emotions took a turn. “I'll be
celebrating my nineteenth anniversary
with my wife this November. I've known her
twenty-five years. She was there before
[P.O.D.], and before | was saved. | love being
married, | love my three kids. | can break
down just talking about them,” he said,
noticeably moved.

“They’ve taught me more about my faith
and guided me more toward God than
anything and anyone has. Experiencing them
and being a father, | can understand how God
sees me. Not as God, and you know, He’s in
control and how | should fear Him, but how
god sees me is how | see my kids. | am loving
them, | am forgiving them, | am trying to
guide them, and they don't always listen,”
he added with a laugh. “But I'm trying to
speak the truth to them, I'm watching over
them, I'm protecting them, I'm guarding
their hearts, I'm guarding their minds. So
| connect with God on that level, because
that’s Christianity, that’s your relationship
with Jesus.”

Being a father, which he described as the
greatest joy in his life, has also led to the
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greatest feelings of grief, as he continues to
watch his kids grow older, at times from a far
while on tour, out of the country, and even
long days recording. His pain his palpable,
his anguish authentic, not only for the lost
moments with his children, but for the fear
so many parents share, of their children
getting hurt, feeling lost, and at the very
worst, abandoned.

“Sometimes people will say, ‘Well, I'm
doing the Lord’s work,” and then they
neglect and forget their own kids and their
own families, then they’re families turn away
from the Lord. Because, maybe Dad was
out saving the world, but [his family] really

°
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needed him. And | see that more when I'm
speaking at churches, or hanging out with
pastor’s kids, than anywhere else. And so my
grief, my worry and concern, is if my kids are
strong enough.”

But it's not just the fear of his children’s
potential weakness that aids in Sandoval'’s
worries, it’s the stories from other kids
that he’s exposed to every day on tour,
struggling with so much pain, and feeling
incredibly alone.

“l go and | tour, and you know my biggest
grief, because | talk to kids all the time,
from suicide attempts, to cutters, to drugs,
to everything that the world gives them,

CCMMAGAZINE.COM



that the enemy gives them. And I'm always
believing, ‘Well that can’t touch my kids.’
But, why? Because...” His voice cracked as he
paused, then Sandoval took in a deep breath
before continuing through a muffled cry.
“Because, supposedly, ‘l know Jesus?’ That
[the things | see other kids dealing with] can
never touch my family? But that’s not true. So
these kids | talk to all the time, they are kids.
They have just been exposed to too much.
“So a grief for me is that, when I'm
supposed to be putting my kids first, |
constantly have to keep giving them over to
the Lord, trusting He will protect and watch
over them. Am | giving them enough? Am
| giving them enough of You? Am | being
the person I'm supposed to be?’ And | have
to hope they understand. And they know
without a shadow of a doubt that their Dad
is out there, and people are coming to know
Jesus because of what he does. But are they
okay with the cost? Am | ok with the cost?”
But where there is fear, confusion, and
guilt, there is also a commitment. Not just
from Sandoval, but the entire band, who
together, create a unique musical and
spiritual force to be reckoned with. Through
a long-standing career, overcoming adversity

and their own struggles with faith, P.O.D.
has managed, with astounding success, to
reach far beyond the CCM audience, and
successfully break through the barriers of
mainstream radio. With their iconic sound,
boundless creativity, and dedication to
spreading God’s message, P.0.D. is here to
stay. Until of course, God has other plans.

“If God says to go home and be with my
family, you best believe I'm going home to
be with my family. | don’t need to be a rock
star, | don’t need to be in a rock 'n roll band, |
don’t need any of that stuff. | never asked for
it. It just happened. And to go back to what
| said before, I'm always asking God, ‘When
ever you're done?” Sandoval laughed, tired
with sincerity.

“’"When ever I'm done, let me know.” | don't
want to give up too soon. | want to know
it’s all finished. | want to leave and lay it
all down when | believe it’s finished, and
God has said, ‘Well done,” and we could all
move on with the next phase of our lives.
Whatever that is.” ==m

+ FOR MORE, READ “A CONVERSATION WITH

SONNY SANDOVAL—AN INTRO,” FEATURED IN
THE OCTOBER 1, 2015 EDITION OF CCM MAGAZINE
ON CCMMAGAZINE.COM
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GLORY DAYS—

START LIVING YOURS, RIGHT
HERE AND RIGHT NOW

Affirmed Pastor, Author
MAX LUCADO Expounds On
The lllustrations of Joshua
And Asks, ‘Why Do We Deny
Ourselves Our Inheritance,
Our Glory?’

BY CAROLINE LUSK

From the beginning of the Old
Testament, to the end of the Book

of Revelation, the idea of “glory”
appears and reappears throughout scripture.
The contexts vary, as do the applications,
but the Bible offers a consistent lens through
which we can examine the presence or
absence of glory in our own lives, despite
our modern understanding of the word—
honor won by notable achievements, or
magnificence and great beauty.

It is with this biblical lens through which
Max Lucado has constructed his latest book,
Glory Days. The author of over one hundred
books has been dubbed “America’s Pastor”
(Christianity Today) and “The Best Preacher in
America” (Reader’s Digest), and has devoted
most of his days helping others discover the
fullness of life in Christ.

“If you look at most of our lives, we really
have everything we need,” says Lucado. “But
so few of us realize that. With the decline of
the nation, we forget that we can still have
personal Glory Days in the midst of it.”

Unpacking the understanding and
acquisition of glory, as experienced in
everyday life, Lucado offers a road map to
readers, as well as a tool box for overcoming
the greatest obstacle to experiencing
glory—ourselves.

“Why do we impede our access to glory?”
asks Lucado. “l came across some research
that said nine out of ten Christians would
not describe their lives as ‘victorious.’ They
felt stuck.

“Many of us feel like we're in the doldrums,
just not making any spiritual progress,” he
continues. “We battle the same battles and
face the same temptations. We don’t have
more joy or insight than we had last year.

It's very common, but let’s not assume that
business as usual should remain ‘business as
usual.” It’s time to change our definition of
the normal Christian life.”

From normal to glorious, Lucado
developed the idea and presented it to his
own church with overwhelmingly positive
responses. Glory Days brings that sermon
series to the rest of us, the basic premise
being that we are actually living the Glory
Days here and now, if we could simply open
our eyes, to see this glory and to receive it.
Using an extended metaphor of Joshua and
the Battle of Jericho, Lucado illustrates and
makes accessible the process by which Joshua
achieved glory, certainly a viable application
for all of us.

“I've always loved the book of Joshua,” says
Lucado. “Jericho is a picture of a stronghold—
one that seemed insurmountable. Even
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though the children of Israel had enjoyed
seven years of success in their conquest of
the Promised Land, they never really got the
application of it. Jericho was the ogre on the
bridge that had to come down. But there was
no way, so they thought, to bring it down.”

The Israelites were living according to
circumstances and not their inheritance.

By so doing, they became fearful, doubtful
and far from lives of glory. Lucado draws a
compelling parallel between the Israelites

and our own lives today.

“Joshua, chapter one, sets the tone so
well,” says Lucado. “The big ideas here are
fighting from victory and meditating on the
Word of God. He didn’t say anything about

the Word of God, | don't need anything else.
I've already got enough to help me.

“There have been many times when |
think about our unlimited access to God’s
power and glory and think, 'Christ is in me?
Really? Regular, old me?’ You'd think that
is a promise reserved for the angels. It's
as real today as ever, but is becoming an
untaught, underdeveloped truth for our
generation. Personally, though, I'm excited
and enthused about what the future may
bring. When the culture shifts, the gospel
shines even brighter.”

Proof abounds in support of that theory.
Just a few months ago, Lucado joined Chris
Tomlin for a sold-out concert event at

“Many of us feel like we're in the doldrums, just not
making any spiritual progress. We battle the same battles
and face the same temptations. We don’t have more joy
or insight than we had last year. It's very common, but
let's not assume that business as usual should remain
‘business as usual.’ It's time to change our definition of
the normal Christian life.” — MAX LUCADO

a battle plan, or soldiers, or weapons. All

the things we think of in the midst of battle
preparations are never mentioned. When we
do daily study and meditate on scripture, our
faith can go deeper and we can begin living
out His victory, day by day.”

With the clarity and accessibility that is his
trademark, Lucado articulates the powerful
shifts we can experience when we commit to
daily reading and thinking about God.

“l want to live out my inheritance and truly
be a different person from the inside out. |
want to be set apart to rule with Christ in the
Heavens, but that also means that Christ is rul-
ing inside of me right now. The old self is gone,
but the new self in me. If | were to spend the
rest of my life knowing just that and studying

Madison Square Garden in New York, NY.

“I've been going up to New York City for
ministry events for thirty years,” he says. “I
never dreamed | would live to see the day
where Madison Square Garden would be sold
out with people worshipping for three hours.”

Much like God surprised him with a sold-
out event in the heart of modern society, so
too did God surprise Joshua and the Israelites
with a victory that defied common sense and
human capacity.

“The Israelites just had a handful of
soldiers deployed against a huge army,” says
Lucado. ‘It gives a picture of how God is the
One who brings about the victories.”

The book goes on to detail God'’s
instructions, and rather unorthodox
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methods, by which Joshua and the Israelites
came out on top.

From walking around the city, blowing
horns, praying and carrying the ark, God’s
methodology didn’t adhere to standard
military practice in the least. It was God's
way of achieving the desired outcome by
disarming the crutches that man continues to
grip tightly.

“We would expect God to have told Joshua,
‘Go and conquer the land,” suggests Lucado.

“Rather, He said, ‘Receive.’ He also said not

to fight for victory, but ‘from victory.’ That's a
subtle, but important paradigm shift. We need
to believe that we will overcome. We are co-
heirs. The promised land life is our inheritance.”

J

Balancing the promise of heaven with the
reality of life in a fallen world, Lucado is care-
ful not to presume that everything should be,
and will be wonderful all of the time.

“I never want to give the impression that
there will be no struggles,” confirms Lucado.
“Joshua’s people had battle after battle.
Granted, they had victory after victory, but
it was never anything they did on their own.
God helped them win, and He will help you
win whatever conflict you are facing and help
you fight from a place of victory.”

Such statements aren’t thrown out
aimlessly, hoping that they’ll stick to a
reader’s heart and mind. Rather, Lucado
offers practical advice on how to approach




these battles and achieve the glory of victory
in visceral and simple ways.

“Joshua struggled, but he battled it with
worship,” says Lucado. “He put the ark in the
middle of the group, as God instructed, and
they walked around the walls...just like
God instructed.

“When we worship, put God in the middle
and focus our attention there, | believe we
can still accomplish such great things today,”
he says. “By putting Him in the center, we're
inviting supernatural things to happen.”

Supernatural things, such as selling out
Madison Square Garden for a worship event.

Things like the Church exploding in China,
despite the risk to believers.

Things like bright spots of glory, wonder and
love penetrating the darkness of the shroud,
concealing a nation seemingly in decline.

“The government is not about
Kingdom business,” adds Lucado. “It’s our
responsibility to teach others about being
disciples and what we need to do to walk by
faith in the Spirit. You absolutely have to let
God's Word be your guide.”

At the end of the day, Glory Days is
a celebration of the life available to all
Christians here and now. It's an invitation to
begin relishing in the joy of salvation, and the
time He has given us—which is right now.

Lucado wisely points out that, much like
Joshua and the Israelites, God’s method
for revealing glory in our own lives may
seem awkward and uncouth—walking
around a city wall, blowing trumpets and
worshipping—but it will always lead us
home, and into those golden days, only if we
let it. =cm
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With all the talk about the
changes in healthcare, it'’s nice
to know that our family has

a God-honoring alternative.

healthcare reform
for Christians!

Medi-Share isn't insurance.

It's a community of believers
across America who share
each other’s healthcare bills.

A
Our family share is about N

$300 a month! And unlike insurance, we know our dollars never go to pay for
procedures that are unbiblical. Plus, the new healthcare law has a provision for
health sharing ministries, so we don't have to buy insurance or face penalties.

Medi-Share is a healthcare choice Christians can believe in!

Request your FREE information guide today.

* Over 129,000 members sharing your medical bills ® ! M d ' S h -
* Family options average around $300 a month olle e I B a re
« No enrollment period—you can join any time Affordable, Biblical Healthcare

Medi-Share is not health insurance. Medi-Share is not available in Montana.



https://mychristiancare.org/Web_Lead/GEN_NP_08_01_15.aspx?leadsource=Internet-Email&custentity_urlreferralid=msc0037_Salempub

PAUL BALOCHE ASPIRES
10 MAKE CHRISTMAS
A SEASON OF WORSHIP




ny artist who records a Christmas
A record will tell you straight up, it's

often an intense search for
creativity, as much as anything else. In all
seriousness and for the millionth time, “O,
Holy Night” cannot get any holier. And as
brilliantly beautiful as “Mary Did You Know?”
can be, the secret of that song is out. Mary
knows. And so does all of Christendom.

For singer/songwriter Paul Baloche, writer
of worship standards “Hosanna,” “Our God
Saves,” “Your Name” and “A New Hallelujah,”
the challenge is unique because he’s aiming
higher than nostalgia, higher than recreating
the sounds of the season. Baloche aspires to
make Christmas a season of worship.

“As a worship pastor, | understand how
it goes,” Baloche explains. “Every year,
Thanksgiving comes around, and it’s time to
pull out the carols that our churches love to
sing and somehow find a way to make them
more personal, as part of corporate worship.”

Released October 2, 2015, Christmas
Worship Vol. 2 re-imagines the classic
carols of Christmas for the season’s Sunday
morning set. Featuring unforgettable classics
seamlessly married with vertical worship
lyrics, this collection embodies Baloche’s 30-
year mission in ministry to equip worshipers
and worship leaders with songs and resources
that help them express glory to God.

“I've always been conscientious of what
a privilege it is to put words in the mouths
of believers, to write words to help others
express their love to God,” he says. And this
album is no different.

“There is so much content and beauty

Seeding the movement of encouraging
worshippers around the globe to take all
the nostalgia and sounds of the upcoming
Christmas season, and make it a season of
worship, renown leader Paul Baloche is
offering a free digital songbook of both his
Christmas Worship Vol. 1 and Christmas
Worship Vol. 2 albums. The latter, released
last month from Integrity Music.
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Worship leaders, and anyone wishing to
accept the gift, may go to WeAreWorship.
com (or click the images above) and login
or register for free on the site to receive
the Christmas Worship digital songbook.


http://www.weareworship.com/us/songs-2/christmasworship

“THERE IS SO MUCH CONTENT AND BEAUTY AND THEOLOGY IN A SONG
LIKE ‘HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING’ AND ‘WHAT CHILD IS THIS?,” BUT
MOST OF THESE TRADITIONAL CAROLS ARE NOT VERTICAL IN NATURE;
NOT SPEAKING TO THE LORD. THEY FEEL A BIT THIRD-PERSON. ‘0, HOLY
NIGHT’ IS APERFECT EXAMPLE,” HE CONTINUES. “AT THE CLIMAX, WE'RE
SINGING, HANDS RAISED, TO A THING, ‘OH, NIGHT DIVINE.”

— PAUL BALOCHE



and theology in a song like ‘Hark the Herald

Angels Sing’” and ‘What Child Is This?, but most

of these traditional carols are not vertical in
nature; not speaking to the Lord. They feel a
bit third-person. ‘O, Holy Night’ is a perfect
example,” he continues. “At the climax, we're
singing, hands raised, to a thing, ‘Oh, night
divine. By adding a simple chorus at the
end, a response to the beauty of the lyric,
melody, and the nostalgia of these beautiful
carols, and then segueing into a first-person
response in keeping with the Advent season,
it's amazing the shift in perspective.”

Produced by Baloche and Michael
Rossback (The Brilliance/Desperation
Band) Christmas Worship Vol. 2 follows the
2013 release of Christmas Worship Vol. 1 and
continues the collaborative, community
aesthetic about which Baloche is most
passionate.

Modern folk/worship duo All Sons &
Daughters put a beautifully simple spin on
“Joy To the World/Our God Saves” while Irish
worship leader Kathryn Scott joins Baloche
on “0 Holy Night/Love Shines Bright.” Lenny
LeBlanc, with whom Baloche wrote the Dove
Award-winning song “Above All,” contributes
to the reimagining of “The First Noel/Above
All”

Onajé Jefferson (Brooklyn Tabernacle
Choir/New Breed) gives “It Came Upon A
Midnight Clear/Glorious” a soulful gospel
vibe and, WorshipMob’s Gina Milne adds a
sweet tenderness to “What Child Is This/Praise
Emmanuel.”

“l didn’t want to force anything to work,”
Baloche says of the album’s approach, “I
just wanted to be open to the possibilities.
To almost ‘under produce’ and allow these
collaborations to unfold. Unforced, a very
natural and seamless transition from the carol
to the vertical moment.”

An excellent example of this is his
collaboration with veteran British worship

They can also watch on the site Baloche’s
“how to play” tutorial of “For Unto Us A
Child Is Born/Open The Eyes Of My Heart”
(from Christmas Worship Vol. 2).

Taking the new Christmas music and
messages on the road, Baloche’s touring/
workshop/teaching schedule takes him
around the world. After leading his
“LeadWorship” workshops and concerts
in Issaquah, WA (Nov. 13-14), he will be
traveling to The Netherlands (Nov. 18), and
a “MissionWorship” event in the United
Kingdom (Nov. 20-22), before returning
to North America for a series of Canadian
Christmas events to begin Dec. 4.

Nov 13-14, USA, Issaquah, WA
Nov 18, The Netherlands, TBA
Nov 20-22, United Kingdom, Eastbourne
Dec 4, Canada, Moncton, NB

Dec 5, Canada, Montreal, QC

Dec 6, Canada, Ottawa, QC

Dec 7, Canada, Orillia, ON

Dec 9, Canada, Toronto, ON

Dec 11, Canada, Goderich, ON
Dec 12, Canada, St. Thomas, ON
Dec 13, Canada, Waterloo, ON
Jan 29-31, Canada, Edmonton, AB


http://www.leadworship.com/calendar/
http://bit.ly/CCMvid-PBtut

leader Graham Kendrick on a reimagined
version of their song “Creation’s King,” now
titled “Newborn King.”

Another highlight is “When Love Crossed
Over,” a new song written by Baloche’s wife
Rita and performed by Madison Cunningham,
a young Calvary Chapel worship leader and
daughter of Costa Mesa worship pastor Scott
Cunningham.

One glorious night / When love crossed over
/ And cast aside / Both crown and throne / To
live beside / The common man... / Come kneel
beside / This child of God

In addition, the traditional “Silent Night”
gets the Baloche family treatment, with Rita

and their son David joining Paul on vocals.
David also plays guitar on the project.

“In many ways, I'm even more excited
about Christmas Worship Vol. 2 because of the
collective, community nature of it,” Baloche
says. “So many friendships and relationships
have been forged through the years, this is
like a ‘Paul Baloche and Friends’ project, which
is such a beautiful thing. There are different
streams and generations represented in this
effort, and each one inspires me in different
ways to write and sing and be better.” c=m

+ FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT LEADWORSHIP.COM
AND PAUL BALOCHE ON FACEBOOK.
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Access in-depth and exclusive feature stories, interviews,
reviews, images and more on CCMmagazine.com
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NATALIE GRANT

Be One (Curb)

FOR FANS OF: Francesca Battistelli,
Laura Story

Natalie Grant has a larger platform than
ever these days. Her last release, Hurricane,
landed at the top of the Christian charts,
and the GRAMMY nominated vocalist has
built a global following with three million
albums sold. On her ninth studio album,
Be One, Grant has released a musical set of
songs as outstretched as her reach.

From the sparse-inspired arrangement
of “Nothing But The Blood,” to the club
pop vibe of “Never Miss A Beat,” Grant’s
new album holds something for everyone,
fans new and old. The title track opens the
album with a call for Christians to unite
and “be the change” in the world. It’s an
indelible upbeat number that serves its
position well. Meanwhile, “Clean,” and
“King of the World” are slower ballads that
reach deep into familiar themes and make
them feel fresh again.

With plenty of pop tunes, worship
refrains and showcases for her Dove
Award-winning voice, Grant’s many
fans are likely to make this her biggest
commercial success to date.

—Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “King of the World”
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CHRISTMAS

CHRIS TOMLIN

Adore: Songs of Christmas Worship
(sixsteps/Capitol CMG)

Yook

Six years after Chris Tomlin released his first
Christmas album, Glory in the Highest, the
GRAMMY-winning songwriter is back with Adore:
Songs of Christmas Worship. Tomlin needs no
introduction as the most successful worship
leader of a generation, which means that these
songs are bound to find a home among many
individuals and congregations this holiday
season. The good news is that Adore is an
inspired album from beginning to end. “He
Shall Reign Forever” sets the reverent tone
with a beautiful refrain and reflection on God'’s
greatness. Guests like Kristyn Getty help Tomlin
on familiar songs like “Silent Night,” while

the powerful vocals of Lauren Daigle bolster
originals like “Noel.” Guests aside, Tomlin is still
the star, leading us all to the manger to, once
again, honor the Savior this Christmas.

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “He Shall Reign Forever”

REND COLLECTIVE
Campfire Christmas (Vol. 1)

(Rend Family/Sparrow)
FoAAok

Fresh from the release of their chart-topping
album As Family We Go, Rend Collective is
putting the musical star atop a tree made of
momentum with a holiday release entitled
Campfire Christmas (Vol. 1). Already well known
for their celebratory refrains and vibrant live
shows, the band brings significant joy through
their yuletide inventions (and reinventions).
Christmas staples are turned on their head with
the imaginative takes on “O Come All Ye Faithful
(Let Us Adore Him)” and “Joy to the World (You
Are My Joy).” Even more inspired is the band’s
more straightforward version of “O Holy Night
(O Night Divine).” However the album’s true
highlight is its nod to the band’s Northern Irish
roots on the lone non-traditional track, a cover
of Ash’s “Shining Light.”

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “Shining Light”
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LAURA STORY
God With Us (Fair Trade Services)
Yokokokys

She’s won a GRAMMY and multiple Doves,
penned some of the contemporary church’s
most meaningful praise songs and is also an
accomplished author, but up until now, Laura
Story has yet to release a Christmas collection.
Nonetheless, the singer/songwriter/worship
leader with a heaven-sent voice dives right in
like she’s been singing seasonal standards such
as “0O Come All Ye Faithful,” “Angels We Have
Heard On High” and “Silent Night” all her life.
Naturally, the project is also packed with its
fair share of thought-provoking originals (most
notably “Love Is Here"), alongside guest artists
Steven Curtis Chapman and Brandon Heath,
both of whom further enhance this beautiful,
sometimes grand batch of timeless pop
swaddled in a charming seasonal glow.

-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “Love Is Here”

]
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KIM WALKER-SMITH
When Christmas Comes (Jesus Culture Music)
Sty

Some holiday album releases focus on updating
the traditional with fresh takes on familiar
songs and brand new compositions. Others,
like Kim Walker-Smith’s When Christmas Comes,
keep it traditional with a straightforward set
of Christmas classics. Fans of the Jesus Culture
worship leader will no doubt enjoy this loaded
album packed with seventeen songs to set the
mood for the Christmas season. “Silent Night,”
“Away in a Manger,” “Angels We Have Heard on
High” and “O Holy Night” are all present, along
with a heavenly host of others you’ll know and
appreciate once again. Given Walker-Smith’s
incredible vocal prowess, her take on “O Come,
0O Come Emmanuel” is especially powerful.

—-Matt Conner

WE LIKE: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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CHRISTMAS

DANNY GOKEY

CHREISTMAS IS HERE

DANNY GOKEY
Christmas Is Here (Daywind)

Christmas may be here, but Danny Gokey’s
vocals are always in season. Performing

an album full of classics, including vocally
demanding selections like “Mary Did You
Know,” Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas” and
the traditional “O, Holy Night,” Gokey’s silky
singing will warmly fill your dwelling on the
coldest of holiday evenings. Mostly reflecting
the gleeful exuberance of the season, the album
does close with a touching rendition of “Give
Me Jesus,” appropriately reminding listeners of
why we celebrate. The two originals co-penned
by Gokey, “Lift Up Your Eyes” and the title
track “Christmas Is Here,” will closely appeal

to the American Idol demographic, and his
performance of “The Most Wonderful Time Of
The Year” may eventually become a Christmas
compilation standard.

-Kevin Sparkman

WE LIKE: “The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year”

THE

GAITHER VOCAL BAND
‘CHRISTMAS -

COLLECTION

THE GAITHER VOCAL BAND
Christmas Collection (Gaither Music Group)
otk

The members may have changed, but if there’s
any thread that’s tied every era of The Gaither
Vocal Band together, it’s a diverse blend of
dynamic voices sung in perfect harmony. This
collection of six new tunes and six holiday
standards boasts names as world renown as
Bill Gaither, David Phelps, Michael English,
Mark Lowry and Guy Penrod (amongst many
other top notch talents), though make no
mistake, individual fame takes a distant
backseat to Christ’s coming birth. Longtime
fans of the southern gospel group or more
casual listeners looking for a pitch perfect
celebration of the season are all apt to benefit
from this impeccably produced meeting of
multiple generations.

-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “Go Tell It On The Mountain”
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SANCTUS REAL

Best Of Sanctus Real
(Capitol/Sparrow)

FOR FANS OF: Building 429,
Big Daddy Weave,

Tenth Avenue North
oAk

Matt Hammitt, and the rest

of the boys from Toledo,
announced the lead singer’s
departure from Sanctus Real
the right way, with the release
of a project that’s now twenty
years in the making. This Best
Of compilation will take fans
on a memorable journey over
the course of Hammitt-led
highlights such as “Say It
Loud,” to Everything About
You (Fight The Tide), and their
#1's like “Lead Me” (Pieces Of A
Real Heart).

-Kevin Sparkman

WE LIKE: “Longer Than A
Lifetime” (a new original)

JORDAN FELIZ

Beloved (Centricity Music)
FOR FANS OF: OneRepublic,
for KING & COUNTRY,
Imagine Dragons

He may have come from

the mainstream as singer

for rockers A Current Affair
(including time on the Vans
Warped Tour), but given his
spiritually specific songwriting
these days, it’s perhaps most
appropriate that Jordan

Feliz landed in the Christian
music arena. The believer’s
solo debut disc shows off

his seasoned status with
redemptive, socially relevant
lyrics wound around driving
guitars, stomping backbeats
and periodic electronics

(plus several stripped down
alternate versions of tracks for
those who learn towards the
lighter side of the dial).

-Andy Argyrakis

WE LIKE: “Dancing
Through The Fire”
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JENNY & TYLER

Of This I’'m Sure
(Residence Music)

FOR FANS OF: Gungor, Joy

Williams, JJ Heller
Fokokokls

With refreshing sounds, and
sing-able melodies to boot, Of
This I'm Sure by husband-wife
duo Jenny & Tyler is a sure-fire
hit to wrap up 2015. If your
ears perk at vocal nods to

Mat Kearney and Americana
arrangements in the likes of
The Avett Brothers and Patty
Griffin, then Jenny & Tyler’s
latest, in addition to their
entire catalogue, is a must

for you. The couple’s sleeve-
ridden sincerity and attention
to painstaking detail make this
project especially enjoyable.

-Kevin Sparkman

WE LIKE: “When | Meet You”
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Designed specifically for toddlers, Little
Words Matter line launches with five books
and focuses on teaching Biblical truths, and
stories to little ones. Each book is simply
illustrated—appealing to an age group who
learns visually. The books contain a limited
word count—perfect for short attention spans
and growing vocabulary, and they are the
perfect way to begin teaching simple biblical
truths. Little Words Matter books are also
durable and can handle a lot of toddler wear
and tear.

In Jesus, children will be introduced to His
story from birth to resurrection. In Noah's
Ark, children will learn about the story of
Noah and God’s plan for him and his family.
These stories were written and designed to
help a child memorize and repeat back the
key elements in the story.

The next two books are the sound books, Jesus Loves Me and The Whole World In His Hands.
With six sound buttons and an on/off switch, these sound books will remind little ones of just
how much they are loved by the Lord. Each book contains a familiar poem or song, with buttons
that read the book to the children, page by page.

Little Words Matter Bible Storybook, the fifth book, contains 19 total stories from creation to the
resurrection. This storybook has 38 pages of full color Bible stories, created and written with
both integrity to the Biblical truth and simplicity for pre-school understanding.

B&H Kids will be conducting a major blog outreach to 500+ of our top B&H bloggers. B&H
Kids will sponsor an online contest for moms of toddlers to show what words their toddlers are
learning using the #littlewordsmatter.

HTTP://WWW.BHPUBLISHINGGROUP.COM/
?S=LITTLE+WORDS+MATTER
&SUBMIT=G0



http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com/?s=little+words+matter&submit=Go

NEW FROM B&H KIDS!

Available wherever books are soldl

It only takes a few words to tell a big
stary! Crafted especially for toddlers,
these books make biblical truths easily
understandable and enjoyable for your
little ones — and for you, too!


http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com/?s=little+words+matter&submit=Go

GIFT GUIDE

Your kids knows the story of the Bible,

ety but do they know what it means? Join

' ‘%ﬂgﬁs‘,ﬁmmm_ bestselling author and pastor Randy

PAERES Y Frazee as he teaches children and teens

how to think, act and be more like Jesus,
through 30 Old Testament and 30 New
Testament stories that highlight biblical
truths, and answer big questions about
God. The Believe Coloring Book gives
even the youngest child a way to interact
with the stories and lessons the rest of
their family is following in the church-
wide Believe campaign. With bold
black line images for 60 Old and New
Testament stories, this coloring book lets
children have fun coloring the pages that
encourage them to THINK, ACT, and BE
like Jesus.

The Believe Storybook shows children the
60 Believe principles in a vibrant storybook Bible. Each story from the Bible showcases the
themes, combined with captivating and dramatic illustrations by Steve Adams, children and
adults alike will be inspired to become more like their savior and the person they were meant
to be.

The Believe Kids’ Edition (for children 8-12) and Believe: Student Edition (for teens) takes
youth on the journey through Believe, written just for them. They’ll learn what the Bible
has to say about everything from the nature of God and the identity of Jesus, to prayer,
worship, and the fruit of the Spirit. Each big category is divided into ten topics to give an
up-close look at the important things God wants them to know.

WWW.BELIEVETHESTORY.COM



http://www.BelieveTheStory.com

Your Kids Know the Story of the Bible.

act, and
Old Testament and 30 New Testament
stories that highlight biblical truths and
answer big questions about God, kids
of all ages will learn what it means to
become more like their Lord in every way.

The Believe Student and Children’s Curriculum helps you teach
30 big ideas found in Scripture, and contains 30 complete lessons
each for twos, preschool, early elementary, and later elementary.

E Zell s Rkigf'" E§fA'SoL BelieveTheStory.com B E I— | E V E

POWERED BY E ZONDERVAN"
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Built on the NIV and based on the latest in Biblical

scholarship, the new NIV Zondervan Study Bible

is full of robust new study features that work

together to unpack God’s story in a fresh, powerful,
NN life-changing way.

F il B
/‘(_ NDLEL l\ \ \ « Dig more deeply into God’s Word with all-new
STUDY BIBLE verse-by-verse study notes, book and section
2\ introductions, and many other comprehensive
\ .jj study features.

e

e Enrich your study with hundreds of full-color
photos, more than 90 maps, and over 70 charts.

e Explore a library of 28 relevant and theologically
rich articles that track the development of the
themes of Scripture. Article contributors include

D.A. Carson, Tim Keller, Kevin DeYoung and many
other trusted evangelical scholars.

“This NIV Zondervan Study Bible is a tremendous tool for informed Bible reading and study. The notes
are written by the best assembly I've seen of faithful, international scholars. I highly recommend this
publication.”

Tim Keller,
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

“The N1V Zondervan Study Bible is a tremendous resource for both pastors and congregations. In this Study
Bible, readers will find a library of resources available at their fingertips from the world’s best and most
committed Evangelical scholars. The contributors to this volume have done the church a remarkable service.
Let the NIV Zondervan Study Bible equip you for more faithful theological thinking and doctrinal integrity.”

R. Albert Mohler, Jr.
President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

For more information about the new NIV.Zondervan Study Bible, visit UnpackingGodsStory.com

UNPACKINGGODSSTORY.COM



http://www.UnpackingGodsStory.com

THE ALL-NEW NIV ZONDERVAN STUDY BIBLE

Book by Book

Over 60 Bible scholars led by
Dr. D. A. Carson, GENERAL EDITOR

“The contributors to this volume
have done the church a remarkable
service. Let the NIV Zondervan
Study Bible equip you for more
faithful theological thinking and
doctrinal integrity.”

- R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR.

PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“This NIV Zondervan Study
Bible is a tremendous tool for
informed Bible reading and
study. The notes are written
by the best assembly I've
seen of faithful, international
scholars. | highly recommend
this publication.”

-TIM KELLER

REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, i
NEW YORK CITY ::

The first-ever study Bible infused through and through with a biblical theology approach!

UNPACKINGGODSSTORY.COM


http://www.UnpackingGodsStory.com
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You have an enemy ... and he’s dead set on destroying
all you hold dear and keeping you from experiencing
abundant life in Christ. What’s more, his approach to
disrupting your life and discrediting your faith isn’t

general or generic, not a one-size-fits-all. It’s specific.

FERVENT Personalized. Targeted

So this book is your chance to strike back. With
prayer. With a weapon that really works. Each
chapter will guide you in crafting prayer strategies
that hit the enemy where it hurts, letting him know
you're on to him and that you won’t back down.
Because with every new strategy you build, you're
turning the fiercest battles of life into precise strikes
against him and his handiwork, each one infused
with the power of God’s Spirit.

YATA T D A
VAR hOOM

New York Times bestselling author Priscilla Shirer,

widely known for her international speaking,

teaching, and writing ministries, brings her new

PRISCILLA SHIRER role from the 2015 film War Room into the real lives

of today’s women, addressing the topics that affect

them most: renewing their passion, refocusing
their identity, negotiating family strife, dealing with relentless regrets, navigating impossible
schedules, succeeding against temptation, weathering their worst fears, uprooting bitterness,
and more. Each chapter exposes the enemy’s cruel, crafty intentions in all kinds of these areas,
then equips and encourages you to write out your own personalized prayer strategies on tear-
out sheets you can post and pray over yourself and your loved ones on a regular basis.

Fervent is a hands-on, knees-down, don’t-give-up action guide to practical, purposeful praying.

WWW.WARROOMMOVIERESOURCES.COM



http://www.WarRoomMovieResources.com

rrRom THE crREaTors of FIREPR@F A~n o COURAGEOUS

WAR ROOM

MOVIE RESOURCES

i e
NEW
from
PRISCILLA
SHIRER

FIGHT YOUR
BATTLES

the right way—

THROUGH PRAYER

FERVENT

A Woman’s Battle Plan for Serious, Specific,
and Strategic Prayer

by Priscilla Shirer

Inspired by the Kendrick Brothers’ new movie,
War Room, Fervent is a hands-on, knees-
down, don’t-give-up action guide to practical,
purposeful praying.

THE BATTLE PLAN FOR PRAYER

From Basic Training to Targeted Strategies
by War Room Creators

Alex Kendrick and Stephen Kendrick

Inspired by the Kendrick Brothers’ new movie,
War Room, this exciting new resource from the

#1 best-selling author team behind The Love Dare
and The Resolution for Men is designed to help
anyone learn how to become a powerful person
of prayer.

PETER’S PERFECT PRAYER PLACE
by War Room Creators Alex Kendrick
and Stephen Kendrick

This companion book to the movie War Room
will teach young readers an important lesson
jabout__t;_'_clalking to God — that He hears us no matter
where we pray! And the fold-out prayer chart and
sti:‘ the back of the book will let them track

their prayers as well as God’s answers!

Q)

uery WORD patters”
BHPublishingGroup.com

Equip your family with the resources they need
to build their very own prayer strategy. Additional books, Bible studies,

prayer journals and more are available.

Visit WWW.WARROOMMOVIERESOURCES.COM

for more information.


http://www.WarRoomMovieResources.com
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BETH MOORE

“Confidence in prayer changes everything:
the tone of our voice, our words of choice,
our posture, our passion, our presence
of joy. We turn our faces heavenward as
true believers in what we're asking, not
just apologetic beggars panhandling
a cautious God with tight pockets. We
approach Him full of unshakable faith
that we are going to get the audacious
love we request because it is God’s
supreme desire for man. And woman. We
take this request to His throne with no
back up plan if He doesn’t come through.
No bracing ourselves for disappointment.
We get to ask for it with flamboyant
expectation because our receiving it is
as sure as our requesting it. This gift of
confidence means that, with the first
breath, we get to ask Him—and, with the
second breath, we get to thank Him. Start
it from the very beginning. Be outrageous
in your thanksgiving. You can even break
out in a little tap dance over it if that’s
your kind of thing. Or, if you're a runner,
go run wildly in the wind with incarnate
gratitude. For the love of God, do
something. Show Him some enthusiasm.
He'll love it.”

— Beth Moore, Audacious

wWww.BHPUBLISHINGGROUP.COM/
AuDACIOUS



http://www.BHPublishingGroup.com/Audacious

4
-
.
v
7
-
A
v
-
I

21> >\

BETH MOORE

o 7T
BETHMOORE « « "

i

“If | got to sit across from a woman of any age and sa
just one thing, I'd want to say this.” j
-

BHPublishingGroup.com/Audacious
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The NK]JV Study Bible, the most comprehensive
study Bible available, now in a full-color edition
with added features! The acclaimed NK]JV Study
Bible is the most complete study system for all
who desire accurate study in God’s Word. The
Second Edition includes more features to make
it the best all-purpose study Bible. Using the
trusted New King James Version, The NKJV Study
Bible has “the mind of a scholar and the heart of
a pastor.” Nelson’s skilled team of scholars has
produced the system to reach for when study in
God’s Word is the goal.

Features include:
NEW attractive new full-color page design
NEW stunning Bible-land photos and
graphics
NEW in-text maps and charts
Full cross-references with textual notes
Word studies and indexes
Bible Times and Culture Notes
Book introductions, outlines, and timelines
Reader-friendly notes and articles ideal for
extended study

NK]JV Study Bibles sold to date: Deluxe NK]JV Concordance including
More than 1.3 million proper names

the complete resource
for studying God's Word.

The New King James Version® — Part of the Signature Series line
More than 60 million copies sold of Thomas Nelson Bibles

THOMASNELSON.COM
THENK]JVBIBLE.cOM



http://www.thomasnelson.com/bibles
http://thenkjvbible.com/

“ " i i ,_‘:Q‘L;-
journey to life S

THE NKJV STUDY BIBLE, the most
comprehensive study Bible available, is
now offered ina FULL-COLOR EDITION
equipping you to discover scripture in a
new way with ADDED FEATURES!

NEW FEATURES INCLUDE
Attractive Full-Color Page Design

e Stunning Bible-land Photos and Graphics
Over 15,000 clear, readable,

il p&TE
eReader'“ verse-by-verse study notes
version X . . . .
= == LI Book introductions, outlines, and timelines

Visit ThomasNelson.com
for 30% off through
December 31t

o facebook.com/nelsonbibles

NEW KING JAMES THoMAS NELSON
VERSION >


http://downloads.thomasnelson.com/nkjvfullcolor
https://www.facebook.com/NelsonBooks/
http://www.thomasnelson.com
http://www.thomasnelson.com
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church @ source’

hand-picked, trusted resources for you and your ministry

from Zondervan, Thomas Nelson, and Biblica

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT? SHARE THE GOOD NEWS THIS CHRISTMAS!

ChurchSource has one of the largest selections of Christian books, Bibles, devotionals, and

study resources from the world’s most trusted authors. Visit our online store today or let us
mail you a catalog. Whichever way you prefer to shop, ChurchSource has a team of Ministry
Resource Specialists ready to help you find exactly what you're looking for. That perfect gift
for that special pastor, friend, neighbor or family member is just a click or a phone call away.

Shop ChurchSource Today For:
NIV and NK]JV Bibles priced for every budget.
Outreach Bibles
Video Bible studies and discussion guides
Children’s books and storybook Bibles
Study Bibles for adults, teens, and children
Daily devotionals

WWW.CHURCHSOURCE.COM



http://www.churchsource.com

church @ source’

hand-picked, trusted resources for you and your ministry from Zondervan, Thomas Nelson, and Biblica

GIVE A GIFT WITH MEANING

this Christmas and share the message of

GOD’S GREAT LOVE

: l NIV

R )\ DERVAN |
at STUDY Bl

.IL‘S s

G.t“ ing
. . =

-

With hundreds of Bibles, books, and devotionals to choose from,
you’ll find what you’re looking for at ChurchSource.com.

Need help with your order, give us a call at 800-727-34.80.



http://www.churchsource.com/?utm_source=3rdpartybannerad&utm_medium=email&utm_term=20151102&utm_content=salemccm_churchsource&utm_campaign=cs-cs20151102_salemccm_churchsource
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Thomas Nelson is meeting the needs of
people with content that promotes biblical
principles and honors Jesus Christ. Thomas
Nelson humbly began as a Bible publisher
more than 200 years ago and remains as

on of the top Christian publishers in the
world. This season give a gift of meaning by
providing a Bible translation that is easy to

N EW KI NG JAM ES use and understand.
VERSION

The most faithful edition of the original
King James text. A steadfast translation,
preserving the prestige & splendor of the
Bible. Thomas Nelson’s King James Version

THOMAS NELSON is continuing a 400 year legacy, of the truth
) ) that transcends generations.

The New King James Version maintains the
poetry, beauty, and accuracy of the original
KJV along with the clarity needed to help

today’s modern reader understand God’s
holy word.

KING JAMES
VERSION

THOMASNELSON.COM
THENK]JVBIBLE.cOM



http://www.thomasnelson.com/bibles
http://thenkjvbible.com/
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE INSPIRED® BOOKS THIS CHRISTMAS!

Does the reader on your Christmas list love traditional, heartfelt romances, suspenseful
romances of danger and faith or historically rich stories that transport you to another time?
Well, Love Inspired® books has it all!

Love Inspired® books offer wholesome, faith-based entertainment for women that nourishes
the soul as it affirms the values of devotion, hope and love. A collection of Love Inspired®
books is sure to excite the avid reader on your list plus these novels are the also the perfect
stocking stuffer size!

AN AMISH NOEL by USA TODAY bestselling author Patricia Davids

Emma Swartzentruber has been content keeping house for her widowed
father—until he announces she must marry. When former love Luke Bowman
is hired to revitalize her family business for the holidays, could it be her
chance at happily-ever-after?

Six new Love Inspired® titles are available each month!

DEADLY CHRISTMAS SECRETS by Shirlee McCoy

When new evidence surfaces that Harper Shelby’s niece is alive, Harper
doesn’t expect it to endanger her life. But Logan Fitzgerald is there to save the
day and help her uncover the truth.

Six new Love Inspired® Suspense titles are available each month!

A HOME FOR CHRISTMAS by Linda Ford

Cowboy Wade Snyder is determined to find his orphaned niece and nephew
aloving adoptive home. But soon temporary nanny Missy Porter and the
children make him wonder if his wounded heart can find healing with this
ready-made family.

Four new Love Inspired® Historical titles are available each month!



http://www.HarlequinMyRewards.com

3

6 BOOKS AVAILABLE

EVERY MONTH! Earn
FREE

Z REWARDS £
% Join @
: . 96/ Today! ®
n Facebook.com/LovelnspiredBooks a Twitter.com/LovelnspiredBks "Myne\“°


http://www.Facebook.com/LoveInspiredBooks
http://www.Twitter.com/LoveInspiredBks
http://www.HarlequinMyRewards.com
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The Final Chapter From Billy Graham

While his earthly vision dims, the glory of
heaven is illuminated as Billy Graham, the

beloved evangelist, shares from his past, and

( :R A_ I I A_ M his present, the reality of eternity.

As our nation and world travail in the midst of
political, economic, and cultural uncertainties,
we can find comfort in the hope that comes
from the unchanging truth of God’s Word.
Whether talking with a US president, a world
leader, or his next door neighbor or being
interviewed on network television, Billy
Graham has always begun his answers with
“The Bible says...”

In Where I Am, Mr. Graham shares what the
Bible has to say about eternity from all of its
sixty-six books; messages of truth, warning,
love, and the certainty of the future, all
gleaned by a man who would like to be
remembered solely as a preacher of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

Each short chapter examines the reality that

each of us chooses where to spend life after
death: Heaven or Hell. From the Old Testament writer who composed “Show me Your ways, O
Lord” (Psalm 25:4) to the New Testament writer who penned the words of Jesus, “Whoever
believes in [Me] should not perish” (John 3:16), there is hope for anyone who puts his or her faith
and trust in the One who gives us the promise, “Where I am, there you may be also” (14:3).

Available wherever books, ebooks, and audio-books are sold.
Also Available in Spanish

WHEREIAMBOOK.coM



http://www.WhereIAmBook.com

In Where | Am,

MR. GRAHAM reminds us

what the Bible has to say

about eternity from

all of its 66 books;

messages of truth, warning, love,
and the certainty of the future,
all gleaned by a man who

would like to be remembered
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solely as a preacher of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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God'’s Good News Bible Storybook—Hardcover

God’s Good News Bible Storybook is a collection of over 60 favorite Bible
stories and will be a timeless classic for parents and grandparents to give a new
generation of children the Good News; to show them the way to the cross; and
to help them begin a lifetime of following Christ.

A Very Merry Christmas Prayer—Die-Cut Board Book

Join the adorable woodland animals as they celebrate e
Christmas! The pages of this book will walk you through beloved holiday mm
traditions and memory-making opportunities. From twinkling lights and

sparkly snowflakes to ice-skating and decorating trees, this book will B ¥@

ffc\

make readers more thankful for Christmas, and most important, Jesus.

= wif Frost Bible iy
|h~,.<( Y L Children will love this beautiful ‘Frost’ design on their very own
) S International Children’s Bible®! The cover is a sparkling blue hardcover
H@:B?uk" frosted with holographic foil and beautiful frosty design elements. Inside

are 24 pages of full-color Bible study helps that encourages children to
V grow in God’s shimmering light!

N / God Bless Our Christmas—Padded Board Book (jod Bless
“._.—=7" _ Thissweetrhymingstory will help your little ones (_”th".'i’.'_“ AS
== “ 9 focus on all the blessings of Christmas with family, N
including decorating cookies and trees, singing favorite carols, giving gifts,
and celebrating Jesus!

- Jesus Calling® Bible Storybook Deluxe Edition—
Calling Hardcover, audio CDs
Jesus Calling® Bible Storybook Deluxe Edition is now available in a gift box
with hardcover book and with three narrated audio CDs. This bestselling
book includes devotions written to help kids understand that Jesus loves them
s0, so much.

'lﬁ MMommiy
Pt Zbl . ~NELSON~

Children’s Bihle

STORE.FAITHGATEWAY.COM/
KIDSCHRISTMAS



http://www.store.faithgateway.com/kidschristmas
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Give the gift of Jesus this o
Christmas with books W(/ 60/0
& Bibles that nurture the \ .

faith of children while with code
pointing them to a TOMMY3U

relationship with God. Code valid 11/27/15-12/24/15

<G00 Available now at store.faithgateway.com/kidschristmas


http://www.store.faithgateway.com/kidschristmas

The Jeremiah Study Bible - Large Print Edition

NEW AND LIFE-CHANGING . . .

LARGE PRINT
=EDITION=-

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU.

AEIERE

JEREMITAH
STUDY BIBLE

NEJV

MEW KING JAMES VERSION®

DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

The best-selling Jeremiah Study Bible is now
available in large print! The Jeremiah Study
Bible presents the best of biblical insight
along with clear, practical application to
bring about authentic transformation in
anyone’s life.

Drawn from over 40 years of teaching
from Pastor David Jeremiah, this deeply
personal and comprehensive study Bible is
packed with features specifically focused
on helping you discover what Scripture
says, what Scripture means and, most
importantly, what Scripture means

for you.

Includes:
e Teacher’s Topical Index
¢ Hundreds of Sidebars
¢ Concordance and full color maps
e Smartphone and web links
and additional online material

Available in jacketed hardcover
and black LeatherLuxe.

JEREMIAHSTUDYBIBLE.COM



http://www.jeremiahstudybible.com
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NEW AND LIFE-CHANGING . ..

A

HAT IT SAYS,
VHAT IT MEANS.
HAT IT MEANS FOR YOU.

EELE
]E REMI AH  THE BEST-SELLING

ere STUDY BIBLE FROM
ST Db LD ~ DR DAVID JEREMIAH

IS NOW AVAILABLE

"IN LARGE PRINT!
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http://www.jeremiahstudybible.com
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